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_A President John Stacy Nominated as Youth Consultant to 
econd Assembly of World Council of Churches, Aug. 15-31 


John Stacy, president of the Luther League of America, is one of 
o Lutheran young people from the United States nominated as youth 
msultants to the second assembly of the World Council of Churches 
Aug. 15-31, it was announced recently by the Rey. 


. Wilson Cheek, executive of the United Christian Youth Movement. 


‘Other young Lutheran nominated 
Norman A. Hjelm, president of the 
jatheran Student Association of Amer- 
a. He is a member of the Augustana 
atheran Church and is a student at 

“agustana Theological Seminary, Rock 
land, Ill. 
cA total of 16 young people from the 
snited States have been nominated by 
se United Christian Youth Movement 
ad the United Student Christian 
scuncil to the Youth Department of 
‘e World Council of Churches. All 
ye under 25 years of age. 

John, 22, is a student at Hamma 
‘ivinity School, Springfield, Ohio. He 
ill give all his time this summer to 
erving as a field worker for the Luther 
feague of America. 


.LA sponsors 4-H award 


“I’m powerfully pleased that the 
Bather League of America is now 
consoring and promoting the 4-H 
sod-Home-Country Award,’ LLA 
sxecutive Secretary Leslie Conrad, Jr., 
mnounced after a recent meeting of 
me Lutheran God-Home-Country 
award Committee in Minneapolis, 
Ainn. 

“This program is right down the 


LLA President John Stacy 


alley of every serious-minded Lutheran 
4-H-er. It’s a well-balanced program in 
which any participator will become a 
better Christian youth and a better 
4-H-er at one and the same time.” 
The 4-H God-Home-Country award 
program is patterned somewhat after 
the Pro Deo et Patria award program 
of the Boy Scouts of America. To 
merit the award, a young person must 
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participate in special projects in his 
home congregation as well as in the 
4-H activity field. 


Award requirements 


In line with 4-H Club activity the 
following is required: Three years of 
satisfactory 4-H Club work. Every 
candidate for the award must submit 
i sont @) GL Sute ihe 
ed Stand- 
ard Report 
Form, covering 
his work in 
such projects 
as Crops, gar- 
dening, cloth- 
ing, foods, 
poultry,  live- 
stock, conser- 
vation, health, 
and commu- 
nity service. 

In line with 
congrega- 
tional activity 
the following 
is required: Participation in church, 
Sunday school, Luther League; sys- 
tematic giving to the congregation; 
knowledge of the teachings of the 
Lutheran church; knowledge of high- 
lights in the lives of several of the 
rural Biblical characters and in the 
rural parables of Jesus; evidence of 
service in the church program—sing- 
ing in choir, ushering, assisting the 
sexton, etc. A 300-500 word theme on 
a subject related to the young person's 
experiences as an active Christian is 
also required. 
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Upon meeting requirements, _ thi 
young person will be awarded a God 
Home-Country medal (see picture 
by his home congregation. The meda 
is in four colors—gold, green, white 
and lavender. 

“Such a program,’ Mr. Conrad com 
mented, “should receive a just-what-] 
was-waiting-for response from the sey 
eral thousand ULC 4-H club member: 
The program is no push-over. A pat 
ticipator has to work to make th 
grade. But it’s a grade worth th: 
climb.” 

Further details may be obtaine: 
from The Committee on God-Home 
Country Award, Room 1232, 32: 
South LaSalle St., Chicago 4, Ill. 


“Operation Help” 


Ten 
leaguers visited Nebraska Synod congre 
gations on January and February weekend 
to assist in developing, maintaining, an 
improving youth work in the parishes. Fo! 
lowing the Nebraska LL theme of “30 


two-member teams of  Luthe 


More in ’54,” the visitors emphasize 


evangelism. 

Young people who were experience 
workers in their own churches were select 
ed to lead the two-day programs. They ha 
previously been trained through a mont 
of study, climaxed by an orientation perioc 

In the last year active membership « 
the Nebraska LL has climbed from 566 t 
730. Seven new leagues have been addec 
Through “Operation Help” and congreg: 
tional evangelism programs, synodical off 
cers hope to bring the active membershi 
to 1,000 in 1954. 


vew York City District Pray Gus Wyelenieyee rastalls officers at Transfiguration 
aurch. Both senior and intermediate units have recently been added to the league. 


‘Grass Roots” 


Twenty churches have been visited since 
“e “grass roots’ program was started last 
aly in Illinois. It has been received so 
athusiastically that state officers are ready 

recommend that it be written into the 
ague’s budget as a continuing program. 

Upon visiting a congregation, the “grass 
oters’” conduct a short devotional serv- 
fe and then conduct workshops in those 
2lds in which the congregational league 

weak. Training in recreation follows. 
‘fter a fellowship supper, new songs are 
sught the leaguers. The entire program 

climaxed with a candlelight rededica- 
on service. 


stowth in New York 


- Twenty-four young people were visited 
1 one evening recently by members of the 
enior unit of Holy Trinity LL, Bellerose, 
. 1. Result was that 12 of the young people 
eturned with leaguers to the church for 
social hour and four others promised to 
asit the league in the near future. 
Before beginning the visits, leaguers re- 
‘ived instruction in the field of evangel- 
sm from their advisor, Ernest Schwabe, 
sad their pastor, the Rev. John Derr. 

~ Senior unit of St. James’ LL, Ozone Park, 
jas united with the Long Island District, 
Mattie Meier reports. . . . 


The Luther League of Transfiguration 
Church, Manhattan, has turned itself into 
a young people’s unit and both inter- 
mediate and senior units have been added 
to the league. “Having the full three 
units is a rarity in the New York City 
District,’ District President Gus Wede- 
meyer, Jr., reports. ‘This shows the in- 
terest that Pastor Paul E. West takes in 
his young people.” 


Clothing for India 


Admittance to two district rallies in 
New Jersey in December could not be 
had by just walking through a door. 

At the Southern District rally leaguers 
were expected to have clothing packed in 
small cartons. Instead of the usual offering 
of money, a special clothing collection was 
taken. It was given to Lutheran World Re- 
lief to be sent to India. 

At the Atlantic District rally, held at 
Hotel Lafayette, Atlantic City, each league 
represented was expected to present a 
stunt. A total of 106 young people at- 
fended a em 

“Leadership Training” will be the theme 
of district spring rallies in Illinois. Work- 
shop Jeaders will be chosen from the dif- 
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ferent districts and will be trained at a 
special briefing session. . . . 


Approximately 200 leaguers of the Bal- 
timore, Md., District LL attended a party 
centered around the theme of Christmas in 
the Scandinavian countries. Songs, games, 
and refreshments (Norwegian style) round- 
ed out the program. .. . 


Maryland’s Washington District held a 
talent scout social at Luther Place Church, 
Washington, D. C., Jan. 8.... 


About 300 young people were expected 
at the rally of Georgia-Alabama’s Ebenezer 
Conference, Feb. 7, at Reformation Church, 
Savannah. 


Will “thresh” problems 

A “thresher”’ has been scheduled by the 
Indiana LL at Camp Lutherwald, Aug. 
15-21, to “thresh” congregational league 
problems. 

Bruce Snyder, leaguer in charge, has an- 
nounced the four following objectives: 

1. To promote the entire LL program. 

2. To have at least one member of each 
Indiana LL present. 

3. To present to every congregational 
league a detailed program for the follow- 
ing six months. 

4. To teach leaguers the skills and 
knowledge required in LL leadership. 


Limit attendance 


About 85 leaguers were expected to par- 
ticipate in the Kansas LL presidents’ con- 
ference, Topeka, Jan. 23-24. Response to 
this conference has grown so rapidly since 
it was begun three years ago that attend- 
ance had to be limited this year... . 

Over half of the congregational LL pres- 
idents attended Georgia-Alabama’s first 
presidents’ conference, St. John’s Church, 
Atlanta, Dec; 10: :. . 
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A ‘leaders’ lab’’ was conducted by the 
Maryland LL for all congregational league 
officers, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Frederick, Jan. 17. Workshops were di- 
rected by synodical league officers with th: 
assistance of resource persons. . . . 


Eighty attended South Caro- 
2-4, Cam) 


leaguers 


lina’s presidents’ retreat, Oct. 
Gravatt near Batesburg. . . . 


Install new windows 


Because a bunch of energetic Luthe: 
leaguers wanted to install a new window. 
Crowells Church, Shelbyville, Tenn., now 
has opaque windows throughout the nave 

Last fall the league voted to pay fo: 
glass for one window. When members 0 
the congregation heard about the projec’ 
they started making contributions. “Soor 
we had more people to pay for them thar 


Crowells leaguers install temporary coy 
ering to keep wind and rain out of churcl 
while new glass is being put in window 


= had windows,” Leaguer Jean Wheeler 
sports. 
| The leaguers volunteered to take the 
/indows out of the frames and to remove 
se old glass. Next step was to send the 
indows away for installation of the 
>aque glass. 

“When we got them back,” Jean con- 
‘nues, ‘we had enough talented boys to 
=t the windows back into the church as 
ney should be.” 


.. I. leaguers spread cheer 


~ An avalanche of old toys contributed by 
members of St. Luke’s Church, Wood- 
aven, L. I., enabled the young adult fel- 
owship to provide cheer to scores of needy 
hildren. The toys were repaired and 
‘nade to look “like new’ and then were 
“ivided between the Tiding Over Home, 
‘brooklyn, and the Leader-Observer Toy 
Gee 
| 


- Intermediates of Holy Trinity, Bellerose, 
““ecently made toys for the Wartburg Home 


' 


‘mn Mt. Vernon, N. Y. They also sent a 
“hild’s afghan to Japan that had been 
‘made during the hot summer months. 

Seniors at Holy Trinity recently pre- 
sented a new Christian flag to the Sunday 
chool. This unit of the LL presented a 
hristmas pageant for the congregation en- 
itled “The Star Lighted Path.” .. . 

All units of St. Luke’s LL, Woodhaven, 
<ook part in the “hanging of the greens” 
roject before Christmas. Opening devo- 
tions were conducted by leaders of each 
outh group, followed by a work period. 
ach group was assigned a particular room 
‘in the church to decorate. Christmas trees 
"were erected, wall decorations were put 
sup, and table Nativity scenes were con- 
‘structed. Following the work period, the 
entire group assembled for refreshments 
jand a carol sing... . 

Intermediates at Incarnation, Jamaica, 
‘filled small toys with candy and presented 
them to younger members of the Sunday 
¢school... . 

Many leagues visit shut-ins during the 


if 


Leaguers Joan Boehm and Bob Still dis- 
play flag presented to Holy Trinity SS. 


Christmas season. But the youth fellowship 
at Christ, Freeport, visited 22 shut-ins on 
Thanksgiving Day. Each person visited 
was presented a gift from the league. . . . 


Cards to soldiers 

The Loyals of Christ Church, Rosedale, 
are sponsoring a new project to maintain 
contact with all members of the congre- 
gation who are away at college or in the 
service. The church paper and greeting 
cards were mailed to 11 young people at 
Christmas. A Lenten letter, with appro- 
priate leaflets, will be sent in the near 
fiatuice. ge: a, 

Boys of St. Matthew's LL, South Ozone 
Park, helped to lay the kentile floor in 
the basement of the new church building. 
Girls cleaned all the windows, dusted the 
new furniture, and polished the brass. A 
few leaguers did some painting . . . Girls 
from this league helped to serve the an- 
nual congregational dinner, Nov. 6... . 


Recent project of Holy Trinity leaguers, 
Gastonia, N. C., was to pack 11 boxes of 
used clothing for Lutheran World Relief. 


Intermediates of Holy Trinity, Hollis, 
raked leaves on the campus of the Luth- 
eran Home for the Deaf, Oyster Bay, 
OGRE Bria 

A silent Technicolor film is being made 
by Messiah LL, Flushing. Leaguers wrote 
the play. 


Clothing, magazines, music 


Two hundred and five pounds of cloth- 
ing were collected and packed by St. An- 
drew’s LL, St. Petersburg, Fla., recently. 
The clothing was sent to Lutheran World 
elicits 

Toys and clothing for Florida migrant 
children and magazines for inmates at the 
state penitentiary were recently collected 
by Grace leaguers, Lakeland... . 

Trinity leaguers, St. Petersburg, sang 
Christmas carols at several rest homes for 
the aged before Christmas. The group took 
candy and small gifts for the old folks. . . . 

Leaguers of Resurrection, Daytona 
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Beach, sang carols to the sick and shut-ins, 


of the congregation on Christmas Eve. . .. 


One hundred and twenty attended the 
Advent wreath service conducted by the 
senior and intermediate units of Trinity 
LL, St. Petersburg, for the congregation. 
Preceding the service 81 attended a pot- 
luck supper for leaguers and their parents. 


Project roundup 


ILLINOIS—AII sections of Chicago Dis- 
trict held Christmas parties to which 
leaguers brought canned goods. The food 
was given to the Maywood Receiving 
Home and the Lutheran Homefinding So- 
tae seo, 4 

MissouRI—Leaguers of St. John’s 
Church, St. Louis, built an altar and paint- 
ed all Sunday school equipment as a re- 
cent project. Organized in the fall, this 
group had completed six different service 
projects before the end of the year... . 

NEBRASKA—Twelve thousand pounds of 
clothing was collected and sent by Trin- 
ity LL, Winside, to the Lutheran World 
Relief processing station. .. . 

St. Paul’s leaguers, Hooper, have been 
getting first-hand knowledge of Lutheran 
institutions. On a trip to Lincoln, they vis- 
ited Tabitha Home and the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Building at the University of Ne- 
braska. On a trip to Fremont, they visited 
Midland College and Central Seminary. . . . 

INDIANA—Honorable mention in a city- 
wide Christmas lighting contest was given 
the Nativity scene built by Second Eng- 
lish LL, Richmond. . . . 

As a special Christmas project, St. 
Luke’s LL, Fort Wayne, gathered and 
packed clothing for European children. 

New YorK—Genesee Valley District LL 
sang Christmas carols at St. John’s Home 
for the Aged, Monroe County Home, 
Highland Hospital, and JTola  Sana- 
torium. ... 

All new members of Resurrection Church, 


| 
\ 


Missionary Levon Spath turns first shovelful of soil for building of boys’ school 
in Argentina. The Luther leaguers of America gave over $25,000 for this project. 


Rochester, 


were guests of the Luther 


“League at a dinner sponsored: by the young 


seople for the entire congregation. 


SouTH CAROLINA—An altar was made 
ind presented to the Franke Home, Luth- 
2ran home for the aged, by senior leaguers 
of St. Johannes Church, Charleston, re- 
cently. Although only one guest at Franke 


‘Home was able to attend services in a lo- 
cal congregation, the Franke Home had no 


Biltar. . 1. « 


‘Ground broken for school 


Even before the Luther League of Amer- 
ica had presented over $25,000 last August 
‘for the building of a boys’ schoo] in Ar- 
gentina, ground was broken for the new 


Hinstitution. On Aug. 9 pastors 


and lay 
delegates to the convention of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Argentina 


dedicated the land in a suburb of Buenos 
Aires. 


“The object of the pre-seminary,” Mis- 
sionary Joseph Deibert reports, “is to 
provide a Christian environment and 
Christian instruction for boys By 


means of this influence it is hoped that 
in these boys the church will later have 
capable leadership in the ministry and 
also among the ranks of the laymen.” 


Audience climbs to rafters 


The house was so crowded when the 
Luther League at Georgetown, British 
Guiana, presented its Christmas pageant 
that people sat on the rafters, Mrs. Paul 
G. Hansen reports. 

“The young people did an _ excellent 
job,’ she writes, ‘and already we have re- 
quests for a repeat performance.” 

As a special project the leaguers also 
sang Christmas carols at different homes 
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on four nights preceding Christmas. They 
had been practicing these for three weeks. 
They sang the carols in harmony. 


More about objectors 
DEAR SIR: 


I very greatly resent the box in the 
February 1954 issue of LUTHER LIFE (page 
13) about conscientious objectors. 


I am the mother of a Luther leaguer who 
is even now enroute to Japan, serving his 
country in the United States Marine Corps, 
and the aunt of another fine young man in 
the U.S. Navy, serving now in Korea as 
a medic with a Marine unit, who has seen 
warfare at its worst. Both these young men 
Enlisted in their chosen services and are 
serving most faithfully and well. And I 
and my entire family are very, very proud 
of them. To say nothing of the pride we 
feel for all men in the services of our 
Beloved Country. 


I have no objection to conscientious ob- 
jectors as such, for I believe that some 
people just feel that way and they have a 
right to their feelings as I do to mine, but 
to advertise that they are to write to a 
certain man, and particularly a pastor, who 
has a large congregation in Richmond Hill, 
N. Y., and has many fine young men serv- 
ing their country from his own church, 
cannot go by my attention without some 
comment. 

Our young men know that they can go 
to their own pastors for advice on such 
matters, and believe you me, most pastors 
could give as good and perhaps better ad- 
vice than this one Pastor Weiskotten. If 
they are objectors let them consult their 
own pastors for advice. My husband is a 
minister of the United Lutheran Church 
in America and he also served faithfully 
and well in World War 1 and I truly 
believe that if advice were to be sought 
from any one particular pastor, that my 
husband would be better able to give such 
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advice to real objectors than would this 
pastor who has to advertise his wares... . 

Mrs. R. FRANK HERR 
Lehighton, Pa. 


@ The information concerning the 
Lutheran Peace Fellowship was not an 
advertisement. It was published as a 
service of LUTHER LIFE for the as- 
sistance of young conscientious objec- 
tors. The Rev. Robert F. Weiskotten’s 
name was published only because he is 
president of the Fellowship. Other of- 
ficers are Dr. C. Franklin Koch, execu- 
tive secretary of the ULC Board of 
Social Missions, and the Rey. Roland 
A. Ries, pastor of Zion Church, Bal- 
timore.—ED. 


“Dead Superstitions” 


DEAR SIR: 

Our senior league used your topic, 
“Ghosts of Dead Superstitions,” (January 
LUTHER LIFE, page 19), Sunday and found 
it hard to believe that all the statements 
on your “Self-Rating Chart’ are false. The 
topic, itself, is in danger of being nega- 
tive, but the ‘Self-Rating Chart’ is com- 
pletely misleading in some places, if not 
heretical. It raises questions which the 
topic does not even attempt to answer. 


To declare false No. 2 and No. 4 under 
“C’ means that prayer is subjected to 
complete rationalism and is reduced to 
little more than talking to oneself. If pray- 
ers being answered does violence to your 
rationalistic conception of God, then so 
does freedom of the will. Both, according 
to reason, are hard to reconcile with the 
“omni” attributes of God. If you hold 
to Determinism regarding prayer, then you 
must hold to it also in regard to freedom 
of the human will. I believe that praying 
makes a difference; if you want to call 
that influencing God—O.K.... 

J. E. SMiruH, Pastor 
Coble’s Lutheran Church 
Julian, N. C. 


Harry Rich, Jr., working on the cover portrait at his drawing board in Brooklyn. 


Young Artist’s Christ 


Before he could even begin painting, he had to decide 
what he thought Christ was like. It took seven months. 


JA RT Student Harry Rich, Jr., would 
like to take Christ into a barber 
shop for a haircut and a shave. And 
“before he would invite him over to 
Brooklyn's Pratt Institute to visit a 
class or two, he would insist that 


ieee 


Christ stop at a men’s clothing store 
to buy a shirt and suit and some shoes. 

That is, he would insist on new 
clothes for Christ if Christ were dress- 
ed the way most religious artists por- 
tray him. Harry isn’t satisfied with 
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Harry flips a pancake on the plate of Don Tripp, one of the three Pratt students 
with whom he shares an apartment. To cut costs, the fellows cook their own meals. 


paintings that leave Christ a first-cen- 


tury character. 


His Christ belongs in the 20th cen- 
tury. He’s very much alive. And he is 
the sort of person that Harry would 
like to ask into the DeKalb Street 
apartment he shares with three other 


\ Pratt students. 


“I want Christ to live the way I 


| live, to feel at times the way I feel,” 
| Harry argues. 
_ most mature attitude, It certainly is not 


“Possibly this isn’t the 


the one to which most-people have 
become accustomed. But to me it is 
important that people realize that 
Christ is constantly with us.” 

Harry expects that many people will 
be jarred by the friendly, young Christ 
with a brush haircut and a well-shaven 


| chin that- appears-on- the-cover of this 


\ 


issue of LUTHER LiFE. He knows that 
it is not usual to picture Christ as hav- 
ing eyes that sparkle with an inter- 
ested delight in life and a mouth that 
ooks as though it were always ready 


10 


to break into a smile. But his purpose 
is to portray Christ as he has conceiv- 
ed him—without Oe about pop-_ 
ular reactions. 


=I purposely refused to “digeates the 
job with anyone,” he said after he had 
completed the picture. “Once I had 
realized that it was to be my concep- 
tion I stopped comparing other heads 
of Christ and prying opinions out of 
other people.” 


Seven months of work 


The 20-year-old artist began work- 
ing on the picture last May and did 
not finish it until December. In fact, 
he came to Philadelphia and added 
to it even after it had supposedly been 
completed and he had submitted it 
to the editor. 


The early months were spent in 
doing preliminary sketches and—more 
important—clarifying his own think- 
ing about Christ. The painting turned 
into much more than a piece of art. 


- became a catalyst to his own spiritual 
-owth. 
_ For six months he was not satisfied 
“ith any result, primarily because he 
as not satisfied with his own con- 
‘eption of Christ. “I dreamed up all 
‘orts of weird concoctions. But they 
rere all cold, scientific, mechanical.” 
all were inadequate as solutions to 
_is problem. 
“Christ, to me, has lost its value as 
word,” he said in speaking of his 
piritual struggles over the picture. 
How can six letters be capable of 
‘lescribing the Christ? How weak out 
anguage and our philosophies, our 
culture and our sciences, appear when 
we try to describe Christ. I realize 
shat we must function within those 
~esources of which we are aware. But 
it’s a joke that we who think we are 
so intelligent and so advanced should 
‘try to portray the breadth of the Lord.” 
Finally the one quality of God about 
which he became positive was love. 
This he determined to get onto an 
illustration board. 
~ “Anything that I have has been 
given me as a gift because of God's 
love,” he said, and he sounded as if 
he were summing up his philosophy 
of life instead of describing a picture. 
“The only way to return the love of 
God is through the gifts he has given 
me. If I did not get across the idea 
of love my painting would not be 
Christian and I could not claim to be a 
Christian. I had no other alternative 
if I were going to have a clear con- 
science.” 


attists, he feels, have become obsessed 
with the tortured moments that Christ 


experienced. As a result their work 
has become morbid. ‘They contort and: 
make their art a big nightmare.” His 
Christ should be smiling. 

“The head was done simply,” he 
explained, “because to me the only 
important things in a portrait of Christ 
are the eyes, mouth, and nose. With 
these I should be able to put across 
the obvious qualities of Christ. 

“Of the three, the mouth was most 
difficult. The smile had to be sincere, 
friendly, and surely not feminine. 

“The hand, I hope, won't be taken 
as a blessing wave such as is often 
found in Christ’s portrait. I wanted 
the wave and the smile to enhance 
each other. Together they should be- 
come the crux of a warm, happy, 
friendly greeting. Not pious-wise, but 
an outward expression of all the love _ 
that he has for us. 

“The looking over the shoulder was 
necessary for the composition. And it 
seemed to be interesting and a bit 
different. Possibly it acts as a frosting 
to the sincerity for which I was striv- 
ing. 
“The irregular edges were to elimi- 
nate any hardness or bruskness,” he 
added. He applied casein in an im- 
pasto manner. Bristle brushes and a 
thick knife were used. 


Unusual career 


An unusual career lies ahead of this 
student, if he sticks to his charted 
course. Twelve months ago he was 
going to become a successful commer- 
cial artist “‘or else.” Figures of $20,000 
and $30,000 a year were floating 
around in his ambitions. These have 
been displaced by a desire to express 
his Christian faith through the me- 
dium of art. 
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He plans to complete his training 
in the advertising design school at 
Pratt and then to enroll in a Lutheran 
theological seminary. Here his pur- 
pose will not be to prepare for the 
clergy but to clarify and deepen his 
understanding of Christian concepts. 
After seminary will come study of the 
great masters in Europe. 

The course looks ambitious. It needs 
to be ambitious if it is to prepare him 
to reach his goal of awakening an in- 
terest in sincere religious art in the 
United States and Canada. 

He plans to use the method of the 
regionalists of the 1930s—Curry, Ben- 
ton, Hart. Through lecturing, through 
writing, and by example he hopes to 
get religious art into the main stream 
of American art. 


“Someone is sure to argue,” he says, 
“that this is all very nice, but it’s not 
being realistic. My tormentor will no 
doubt say that once I get out in the 
world and am making a living for 
myself and my family I’ll change. But 
I believe my faith will hold. At the 
Lutheran Student Ashram last sum- 
mer | discovered that the road blocks 
thrown up in front of us are nothing 
but the temptations placed before us 
to be hurdled in order to prove our 
faith. The only way to stumble along 
the way is to lose faith.” 


Harry has a stubborn quality that 
should see him through. From the time 
he was 10 until he graduated from 
high school at 17 he delivered news- 
papers. For three of his years in Al- 
bany High he also worked as a caddy. 
The summer after graduation he work- 
ed as a stringer on the natural gas line 
that was being laid across the U. S. 
Then followed over a year of training 
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as a draftsman in the large Albany. 
General Electric plant. Always, during 
the last years, art was in the back of 
his mind. 

At one time during his freshman 
year at Pratt he was working as a 
sterilizer for the nursery in Brooklyn 
Hospital, as night watchman in the 
same institution, and as a clerk in the 
illustration department at Pratt. Last 
summer he drove a truck for a steel 
supply house in Albany. 

He and three other Pratt men live 
and eat in a walk-up apartment in 
Brooklyn. To cut expenses, they take 
turns at cooking. Harry's specialty is 
liver and onions, with canned peaches 
for dessert. ‘I baked a pie once. That 
was enough.” 

Harry has also displayed qualities 
of leadership that should help him to 
his goal. He was president of his 
Luther League in First Church, Al- 
bany. Currently he is president of the 
sophomores in the advertising design 
school and is Pratt representative to 
the Lutheran Student Federation of 
Greater New York. 


“AT DIFFERENT TIMES throughout 
the summer,” Harry recently wrote the 
LuTHER LiFe editor, “I considered 
telling you that I wouldn’t be able to 
do it. I was not prepared. Had I done 
this it undoubtedly would have be- 
gun a very important stymie in my 
thinking. It would have blocked those 
things that I’m moving toward. 

“T can’t see anything ahead but art 
and God. That is my Christian voca- 
tion. Of course, I debate it constantly 
because I am human. Other things 
would be more appealing financially. 
But they do not hold up. At 60 I must 
be able to look back on a good life.” 


Service of Shadows 


Traditional Tenebrae is basis for this worship 


service to be used by leagues during Holy Week. 


By William R. Seaman 


ENEBRAE, pronounced tén-e-bree, 

means ‘‘shadows’’. It is one of the 
oldest traditional services of the Chris- 
tian church for Holy Week. 

In the service eight candles were 
placed near the altar, and one was 
extinguished at the end of each Psalm, 
until only one was left lighted. Then, 
during the singing of the Benedictus, 
the altar candles were extinguished. 

|The one remaining candle was con- 
| cealed while Psalm 51 was said or 
sung. Then, after the collect for the 
day, there was a time of silence, broken 
by a harsh voice or the clapping of 


hands. The remaining candle was 
brought back, and placed at the top 
of the stand, which was a signal for 
the worshippers to depart. 

The following program, although 
quite different from the Service of 
Tenebrae, is interesting and may prove 
quite impressive as it relates the pas- 
sion of Jesus Christ. Eight candles, 
one larger than the other seven, ought 
to be arranged on a table or altar. The 
larger candle is to be placed in front 
of the other seven. All eight candles 
should be lighted before the service 
begins. 

During the service the candles are 
extinguished one by one, until the 
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one single candle is left burning. After 
the reading of the seventh lesson a 
candle-bearer carries this candle out 
of the room. All the other lights in 
the room ought to be turned off at 
this time. A brief period of silence 
follows for prayer and meditation. 
The leader may then clap his or her 
hands, or simply ask the group to 
rise. Together they repeat the Apostles’ 
Creed. When they say, ‘And the third 
day . . .” the candle-bearer should 
come back into the room and set the 
lighted candle in its place. After the 
creed the worshippers ought to leave 
the room quietly. 


The symbolism of the service is not 
difficult to understand. As the passion 
story unfolds, the darkness increases, 
until, with the death of our Lord, only 
one light is left burning—the light of 
God’s love. This light is carried out 
of the room for a little time to sym- 
bolize the three days in the tomb. But, 
like God’s love, the light is never put 
out. It returns in anticipation of Easter 
Day. 

If the group is small one reader can 
take more than one lesson. If possible 
a snuffer for the candle-bearer ought 
to be provided; if not, a spoon may 
be used. Be sure that the candles are 
securely fastened in their holders or 
in a seven-branched candelabra. 

Prepare this program carefully, pre- 
sent it reverently, and it will be long 
remembered by all those who are pres- 
ent. 


The Service 


LEADER: “He is despised and re- 
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: And we hid 
as it were our faces from him. He was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. 


14 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteer 
him stricken, smitten of God, and af- 
flicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for ou 
iniquities: The chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” —TIsaiah 53:3-6. 

Hymn: “There Is a Green Hill Far 
Away.” 

LoRD’s PRAYER. 

First READER: Hear the passion of 
our Lord, and of his agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 


The reader then reads Matthew 
26:36-50. 
Hymn: “In The Hour of Trial’ 


(Stanzas 3 and 4 may be omitted). 

During the singing of the hymn the 
candle-bearer puts out the first candle, 
beginning at the right. 

SECOND READER: Hear the passion 
of our Lord, and of his suffering be- 
fore Caiaphas the high priest. 

The reader then reads Matthew 
26:57-68. 

HyMN: “Jesus, and Shall It Ever 
Be’’ (the last two stanzas may be omit- 
ted). 

During the singing of the hymn the 
candle-bearer puts out the second 
candle to the right. 

THIRD READER: Hear the passion of 
our Lord, and of his trial before Pilate 
the governor. 

The reader 
18 :28-40. 

Hymn: “Saviour, Thy Dying Love.” 

During the singing of the hymn the 
candle-bearer puts out the third candle 


then reads John 


| 
| 


to the right. 
, FourTH READER: Hear the passion 
of our Lord, and of his scourging and 


condemnation. 


_, The reader then reads Matthew 
| 27:26-31. 

| Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory.” 


In the place of the above hymn 
| Psalm 51 may be said responsively. 
During the singing of the hymn, or 
| the reading of the Psalm, the fourth 
candle is extinguished. 
FirTH READER: Hear the passion of 
cour Lord, and of his crucifixion and 
| suffering on Calvary. 
The .reader then 
ORT -27 0 
_ Hymn: “When I Survey the Won- 
-drous Cross.” 
During the singing of the hymn the 
candle-bearer puts out the fifth candle. 
SIXTH READER: Hear the passion of 
our Lord, and of his death for the sins 
of the world. 


reads 


John 


The reader then reads Luke 
"23 :39-49. 
Hymn: “Beneath the Cross of 


Jesus” or “Jesus, Keep Me Near The 
. Cross.” 

During the singing of the hymn the 

candle-bearer puts out the sixth candle. 

SEVENTH READER: Hear the passion 

of our Lord, and of his burial in the 


tomb. 

_ The reader then reads John 
» 19:31-42. 

' Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now 


Wounded” (The first stanza of the 
hymn may be used). 

During the singing of the hymn the 
candle-bearer puts out the seventh 
' candle. 


The above hymn may be omitted. 
In that case the candle-bearer extin- 
guishes the seventh candle at the con- 
clusion of the lesson. 


After the candle-bearer has extin- 
guished the seventh candle all the 
lights of the room shall be turned off. 
Then the candle-bearer takes the 
eighth candle, still burning, and car- 
ries it out of the room. 

SILENCE: A brief period for prayer 
and meditation shall follow. 

The leader may then clap his hands 
twice, or use another signal for the 
group to rise. 


THE Creep: The Apostles’ Creed 
shall then be said. At the words, “And 
the third day ...’”’, the candle-bearer 
shall re-enter the room and place his 
candle in its place. 

This concludes the service. Wor- 
shippers ought to leave the room quiet- 
ly with the one candle still burning. 


Carthage College 


“Home of the Redmen” 


For information write: 
Director of Admissions 
Carthage College, 
Carthage, Illinois 


Have you considered 
Carthage in your col- 
lege plans? Carthage 
is one of your church 
colleges—fully accred- 
ited, co-educational— 
school noted for its 
friendliness. 
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Young Adult Topic 


God Took Your Place 


Christ did not come just to sit around and talk. His 


purpose was to do something for you that you can’t do. 


By Martin J. Heinecken 


| Bee purpose is the establishment 
of the Christian pattern of life, 
which we shall call community in love. 
In this community in love men ate to 
live in the right relationship to God 
and to each other. In the establishment 
of such a community it is impossible 


[ to separate what Christ is from what 
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he does. God reveals himself to us 
by what he does when he created the 
world, when he chooses and guides 
the children of Israel, and when he 
sends his only begotten Son into the 
world for its redemption. 

This Son came to do something, and 
not just to sit around and talk. That 


_ which he came to do was really to 


make a difference. “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself.” 


We must presuppose the breach and 
the disturbed relationship. We must 
presuppose that what is wrong with 
man is something other than just 
weakness, ignorance, orf  finitude. 
Christ’s work is the healing of the 
breach, the re-establishment of the 
right relationship, the restoration of 
communion. It all culminates in what 
happened on the cross of Calvary; but 
we must not too narrowly center our 
attention only on that cross. We must 
view the entire life of Jesus as a cross. 


Subjective view of the atonement 

There are views of the atonement 
based on the assumption that man’s 
only trouble is his weakness and his 
ignorance. The only thing that was 
necessary, therefore, was that some- 
thing should happen within the mind 
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of man, subjectively. The reasoning 
runs something like this: Men in their 
ignorance have false notions of God. 
Above all they always tend to be 
afraid of God as some kind of ogre 
whom they must appease with their 
gifts of one kind or another. They 
just can’t know, of themselves, how 
different, how loving and kind and 
willing to pardon, God really is. So 
God appeared in Jesus Christ to show 
men his true nature, which is Jove. He 
didn’t just talk about love, but he also 
practiced it, and finally gave his life 
upon the cross as its conclusive demon- 
stration. When men are confronted by 
this love a change takes place in their 
hearts. They are no longer at enmity 
with God but are reconciled to him. 


The trouble with this view is that 
it begins with the wrong premises. It 
does not reckon with the fact that man 
is basically in revolt against God, not 
through ignorance, but through pride, 
and that, therefore, something other is 
needed than the mere removal of a 
certain misapprehension about God. 


It is true that when men are con- 
fronted by the cross an inner change 
takes place, but this is not what we 
are now talking about. We are not 
talking about what happens today, in 
the 20th century, when a man comes 
to faith in Christ, but about what hap- 
pened over 1900 years ago when Jesus 
was crucified. Something happened 
then, which is quite independent of 
what happens today. What happened 
on Calvary is decisive, unrepeatable, 
irrevocable, having happened once and 
for all. There a real battle was fought 
and won, and because it was fought 
and won men today are free—unless 
they choose to be slayes. What hap- 
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pened there was not just something to 
reveal to men a true state of affairs of 
which they were ignorant, but what 
happened was an actual setting free. 
Men were in need of a real Emanci- 
pator and not just a teacher. 

If we are to do justice to the work 
of Christ we must speak both of a 
Christ for us and a Christ in us. The 
Christ for us has a temporal and log- 
ical priority over the Christ in us. It is 
only because Christ has done some- 
thing not only on our behalf or for 
our benefit, but actually in our stead, 
that he now can also enter into our 
lives and change them. But we must 
not suppose that we can really reap 
the benefit of what he has done in our 
place unless that inner change also 
occurs in our life. The two are in- 
separable, like the convex and concave 
surfaces of a sphere. 


Christ, the second Adam 


What then did Christ do for us? 
In the first place, as the second Adam, 
that is, as the founder of a new re- 
born race, he fulfilled for us the whole 
will and law of God. It would be a 
mistake to regard Christ merely as the 
flowering of all manhood, the high 
point of human evolution, the goal 
to which all humankind might some 
day attain. He was God himself break- 
ing into human history. He was God 
become man, a true man, and as such 
fulfilling the purpose of creation. 

Jesus’ manhood must be taken 
seriously. He was in all points tempted 
like as we are. Furthermore, we must 
be clear about what basic temptation 
is. The basic temptation is the temp. 
tation not to trust and love God com. 
pletely. Man was made to take his 
life. from God in, trust, and to give 


'- back to him in grateful obedience. 
This is what the first Adam and every 
ynan after him failed to do. It was pre- 
disely this which Jesus did, which 
ynakes him the second Adam. His 
vhole life was one of obedience to the 
‘neavenly Father’s will. This was ap- 
‘sarent when he went down into the 
‘waters of the Jordan to be baptized of 
‘ohn. Immediately thereafter he with- 
tood the temptations of Satan, and 
“gain and again he withstood those 
“ame temptations until at last that 
enoment arrived when he was able to 
lay, “It is finished!” 
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A more excellent righteousness 
: In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
Memanded a righteousness that would 
xceed the righteousness of the scribes 
‘ind Pharisees. What is demanded is 
nothing other than absolute purity of 
neart in the sense of absolute single- 
mindedness. He alone is absolutely 
‘sure of heart and single-minded who 
‘as only one purpose, one desire, one 
“motivation, one goal, and that is to 
‘do the good, to do the will of God, 
‘co glorify God’s holy name. As soon 
‘as any other consideration enters in— 
fear of punishment, or hope of re- 
‘ward—then the purity, the single- 
“mindedness is gone. 

All the injunctions of the Sermon 
jon the Mount are thus reduced to one: 


i This article is condensed from 
| the sixth chapter, “Jesus, the Sec- 
( 
t 
i 


ond Adam,” of Basic Christian 
Teachings by Martin J. Heinecken. 
It is reprinted by special permis- 
ion of The Muhlenberg Press, 


Ss 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


To seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. No angry thought, 
no lustful glance, no shadow of hy- 
pocrisy, no compromise with evil, no 
judging of others, no ostentatious 
praying or fasting, no worry about the 
morrow, but genuineness, sincerity, 
positive helpfulness, unrestricted love 
that includes the enemy, calm confi- 
dence and _ trust—these constitute 
purity of heart. 


It is sometimes held that the injunc- 
tions of the Sermon on the Mount are 
not to be taken literally, since Jesus 
was only exaggerating for the sake of 
emphasis. This would be the worst 
kind of misunderstanding. To be sure, 
Jesus himself burned with indigna- 
tion when he drove the money chang- 
ers from the temple and when he in- 
veighed against the hypocritical scribes 
and Pharisees, but this was nothing 
but holy zeal and righteous indigna- 
tion, not in any way adulterating his 
purity of heart. It was quite different 
from what we ate also pleased to call 
righteous indignation and zeal for the 
Lord, with its mixture of irritation, 
offended pride, envy, jealousy, secret 
ambition, self-righteousness, vindic- 
tiveness, outright vengeance, ill-dis- 
guised sadistry. 


If we will contemplate the life and 
death of Jesus we will know what is 
meant. If we see him genuinely con- 
cerned for all, see him not resisting 
the malevolence of his captors, allow- 
ing himself to be reviled and spit upon 
and beaten without the slightest tremor 
of bitterness in his heart—we will 
know what is meant. We will also 
know that Jesus is the only completely 
selfless one, the all-loving one, who 
really loved his enemies and gave his 


19 


life for them. As such he is the second 
Adam. 

As the second Adam Jesus lived a 
life of perfect obedience in trust. He 
fulfilled the first commandment in a 
life of uninterrupted fellowship with 
God, in faith escaping every anxiety. 
He actually lived like the birds of the 
air and the lilies of the field, except 
that their natural unconcern was in 
him a joyful commitment. And the 
second commandment he also kept. 
All men were equally dear to him— 
the grasping publicans, the abandoned 
harlots, the straight-laced Pharisees, 
the ambitious high priests, the uneasy 
Pontius Pilate, the timid Nicodemus, 
the suspicious Samaritan woman with 
her unsavory past—he loved them all 
equally. He did not resort to the sub- 
terfuge to which we sometimes resort 
when we say that he did not love them 
for what they were but for what they 
might become, or when we make a 
distinction between liking and loving 
and say that we are under no obliga- 
tion to like all men, even though we 
are obligated to love them. These are 
evasions, and we know it. All the 
smelly, disgusting, self-centered, ob- 
noxious, mean, petty, ungrateful, li- 
centious, boasting, shoving, leering, 
babbling, boring, sniveling, whinning, 
cowardly, bombastic, strutting, cold, 
calculating men and women: Each one 
was singled out and for each his love 
was infinite, and for each without dis- 
tinction he gave his life. 


This was the second Adam: This 
was God’s beloved Son in whom he 
was well pleased. In a sinful world it 
was inevitable that his life should an- 
tagonize men and so end in seeming 
tragedy. Selfish, sinful men cannot en- 
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dure such purity of heart, which points 
its accusing finger constantly at them 
and shines like a light into the dark 
crevices of their lives, revealing all 
the hidden faults. Therefore Jesus’ 
obedience led him to the cross. 


Jesus was the second Adam who 
fulfilled the whole will and law of 
God. This sets the pattern for our 
lives, not indeed in the sense that we 
must actually follow in his footsteps, 
doing the things that he did, for then 
we could not take up a profession, 
we could not assume any of the re- 
sponsibilities of our God-given call- 
ing in the world but would have to 
die on the cross. Jesus set the pattern 
for us in the sense that we must be 
motivated by his spirit and his love 
so that we will do what is the will o 
God for us, just as Jesus did what was 
the will of God for him. The will o 
God for Jesus was that he shoulc 
give his life for the sins of the world 
The obedience that he rendered, the 
death that he died, and the punishmen 
that he bore, were therefore vicarious 
or substitutionary. 


Jesus our substitute 


The notion that Jesus was our sub 
stitute is being bitterly contested 1 
our age, as it has been so often in-th 
history of the church. This is quit 
natural, and in a sense even commend 
able, for we must take seriously ou 
responsibility. If we are really unde 
obligation to do something, then n¢ 
one else can fulfill our obligation. 


If there are five children in a fami 
every single one of them is obligate< 
to love his parents and return thei 
faithfulness. If there is one ingrat 
among the five then the others canno 


‘shoulder his burden. If a certain sum 
of money were to be raised then one 


could assume the other’s share. But the 


obligation of personal obedience and 
love is different. Love simply is not 


something which you can borrow or 


_ substitute any more than responsibility 
and guilt are. It may be true that all 
society togther shares in the guilt of 
a criminal, but that is only because 
each one for himself is guilty in a 
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particular way. In the God-relation- 


ship each individual is strictly re- 
_ sponsible for his own attitude and be- 
havior and guilt, and he can push 
that off on no one else. The moral 


So ai ~~” 


, order makes no sense on any other 


basis. If all this is true, what sense 
does it make to speak of the substitu- 
tionary obedience and atonement of 


- Christ ? How can he be our substitute ? 


The miracle of forgiveness 

It is precisely here that the wonder 
of forgiveness is apparent. How can 
God forgive the really guilty person? 
How is any forgiveness just ? 

We think we understand this only 
if we misunderstand it, and if we sub- 
stitute ignorance for sin and excusing 
for forgiving. Certainly, if we really 
did not mean to do something, if it 


- was at bottom unintentional, then it 


is only just that we should be excused. 


Sin is ignorance then, and God is a 
gentleman who knows his parlor 
_ manners. 


But what if it is intentional, as so 
many moderns are so loathe to admit? 
What if, as in Shakespeare’s Othello, 
Iago really meant to hurt Othello to 
the quick because Othello had been pre- 
ferred before him and won the woman 


he loved? What if proud Iago was 


offended by Othello’s black skin and 
courtly ways, without the possibility 
of tracing this back to some wrong 
upbringing, some repression of child- 
hood, some fault of society? Can you 
still say that Iago ought to be forgiven, 
that it is just that Othello should love 
him for his deed? All our sense of 
justice rises up against Iago’s cruelly- 
planned revenge. How now can Iago 
go scot-free; how can he be forgiven 
simply bcause he comes sniveling ? 

The publicans, the harlots, the thief 
on the cross in the 11th hour, Peter 
after his denial, John with his vain 
ambitions—how can these records 
simply be wiped out? Yes, how? But 
they were. Precisely that is the miracle 
of forgiving love. 

Forgiveness is the wiping out of an 
unrepayable debt. Think of the para-- 
ble in which the debtor owed his lord 
the tidy sum’ of $100 million and had 
not a fed cent with which to pay, and 
his master canceled the whole debt. But 
here it is more than that, for forgive- 
ness is more than the canceling of a 
debt. It is the erasing of the ineradic- 
able. It is the silencing of that which 
continues to cry out. It is a miracle. 

If we should be inclined to balk at 
the idea of a substitution, of the ful- 
fillment of an untransferable obliga- 
tion by someone else, we had better 
think twice, for then we ought to balk 
at forgiveness too. We must balk, too, 
at what is the very essence of God's 
love and grace; his love for those who 
have in no wise deserved it. Then it 
must be that we are still proud enough 
to think that we can make ourselves 
worthy of heaven. 

Of course forgiveness goes counter 
to what we think is just. That is the 
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very meaning of God’s love, that it 
breaks through the order of justice. It 
is precisely so with the idea of substi- 
tution. We must recognize the mean- 
ing of humility, of forgiveness, of love, 
before we are ready to allow that 
Christ fulfilled the whole will and law 
of God in our place and as our sub- 
stitute. Our pride must really be 
broken before we will let another 
carry that burden which it is our strict 
obligation to carry ourselves. 


Inclusive substitution 
Without meaning to detract in the 
least from the sheer miracle of it, with- 
out meaning to tone it down in any 
way, there is nevertheless something 


Marion College 


Accredited: the only junior college in the ULCA 
and the only college strictly for women; last 
two years of high school; first two years of 
college. 


Liberal arts; music; business educa- 
tion; home economics; merchandising; 
pre-nursing; individual guidance; 
Christian character development; mod- 
erate rates; sports. 


For information write: 
JouN H. Fray, D.D., President 
Box L, Marion, Virginia 
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veloping the best capabilities of its students 

and for turning out Christian men and 
women who make good 
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to be said for the idea of a substitu- 
tionary obedience and bearing of 
punishment. 


Let us think of it in this way: The 
father asks each of his children to 
clean up his own room in his absence 
and have everything neat and tidy for 
his return. But all the children go out 
to play except one. He stays and does 
the work. And why does he do it? 
He does it not because he wants to 
stand in well with his father. He does 
it simply because he loves his father, 
and because he loves his brothers and 
sisters. As he does their work he is 
thinking only of them; he wants to 
draw them into the same obedience 
and love. Somehow, by doing their 
work, he hopes to make them repent- 
ant and henceforth obedient too. He 
cannot fulfill their obligation. He can- 
not do their loving. But he can by his 
love draw forth their love and obedi- 
ence. And when the father comes 
home and the children face a well- 
deserved punishment for willful dis- 
obedience, then again the only obedi- 
dent one can step forward and offer 
to take that punishment, a punishment 
he did not deserve but which he gladly 
bears for love, because he knows that 
only such vicarious suffering has the 
power to break a willful, disobedient 
heart. 


Such is the vicarious obedience and 
suffering of Christ for men, in their 
place, in order to draw them into the 


same obedience. This is the only justi- | 


fication which can be offered for the 
idea of substitution. Like love and 
grace, it is sheer miracle, which can- 
not be eliminated from Christianity 
without removing the heart of the 


gospel. 


There are many today who ride this 
particular issue, and they judge a man’s 
Christianity by whether or not he be- 
lieves in the vicarious atonement. 
There is both a decided danger and 
something commendable about this. 


The decided danger lies in a wrong 
emphasis upon the acceptance of a 
doctrine. The acceptance of a doctrine 
| of the atonement can save no one. 
' Only actually being drawn into the 
right God-relationship matters, and 
that can happen even without the ac- 
ceptance of some doctrine. 


The other side, however, is that too 
often men see in Jesus merely a teach- 
er; they see in God only a kindly Father 
whose business it is to pardon; they 
do not see either God’s holiness or his 
love in their proper immensity; they 
reinterpret all references to sacrifice 
and substitution as remnants of an out- 
‘moded, false conception of God. 
Against such views the idea of sub- 
stitution cannot be forcefully enough 
emphasized. Jesus is the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sins of the world. 
He did actually fulfill for us the whole 
will and law of God, and bear our 
punishment that we might go free. 


Discussion Questions 


1. What was the purpose of Jesus’ 
coming into the world? 

2. What is meant by atonement? 

3. What is the subjective view of the 
atonement ? 

4, Is it true that the life and work of 
Christ does correct man’s mistaken notions 
of God? How? 


5. Explain the expressions “Christ for 


us” and “Christ in us’ and show their re- 
lation. 

6. Why do we call Christ the “second 
Adam’’? 

7. How did the obedience of Jesus ex- 
ceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees? 

8. What kind of righteousness is de- 
manded by the Sermon on the Mount? Give 
specific instances. 

9. Contrast Jesus’ obedience with our 
own. 

10. Wherein did Jesus’ obedience reach 
its height? 

11. What does vicarious mean? 

12. Why is forgiveness a miracle? 

13. What objections may rightly be 
raised to Jesus’ acting as our substitute? 

14. Can you distinguish between ex- 
clusive and inclusive substitution? 
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Lenten Bible Study—I 


The Unforgettable Character 
from Tekoa 


A series of “ancient letters” tells how the Jews got 


rid of Amos. He probably would be equally unpopular 


today. No church wants to hear the truth so bluntly. 


By Ralph R. Hellerich 


pie be with you, Joab in 
Raphia, from Michmash of Bethel. 
Our mother is much concerned as to 
your welfare, dear brother. You are 
constantly in her thoughts, and often 
in her conversation. We have finally 
convinced her that it was for your 
financial gain to have gone to Raphia 
to care for our caravans on the way to 
Egypt. The day will come when you 
will be able to return to Bethel and 
supervise the work from our central 
office. 


Aside from being concerned about 
her youngest son, your mother is quite 
well. She seems to have regained her 
full health, now that she no longer 
has the tedious daily care of nursing 
our recently departed father, though 
I am quite sure that she would pre- 
fer the ill-health and care if only her 
beloved husband were back. 
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I am not writing, however, only to 
let you know of our family situation. 
I have not forgotten the promise I 
made to you when you left, that I 
would keep you informed of the situa- 
tion here in Israel. Something very im- 
portant has recently arisen, which may 
eventually affect our business interest. 
A new prophet has appeared in our 
midst with a startling message. 

But before you can fully understand 
his message, we must rehearse some 
recent history. 

I need not remind you that our 
family has been in the business of 
caravaning for a very long time. Back 
in the glorious days of David, over 
200 years ago, our forefathers first set 
up shop here in Bethel. 

The business developed rapidly, and 
soon there was a great chain of supply 
depots and storehouses, one of which 
you afe now managing. A few were 
lost during the reign of Solomon, and 


the profits were greatly reduced by 
reason of the heavy taxes laid upon 
us. Even after the years of revolt, our 
family was in a better position after 
Jeroboam took the throne than dur- 
ing the reign of Solomon. We have 
continued firm in our allegiance to the 
crown since that time, always making 
the necessary changes in allegiance 
from royal family to royal family, as 
the situation demanded. 

But our kingdom has suffered re- 
verses in the last hundred years. The 


persecutions of the Syrians in the 
north, and of the various other smaller 
kingdoms to the east, have seriously 
hampered our trade. Our grandfather 
lost a number of stations on the other 
side of the Jordan when those lands 
were stolen from us. 


During our father’s day, these 
neighboring states had troubles of 
their own. A strong new dynasty arose 
in Assyria, to their southeast. Assyria 
so well diverted their attention that 
we regained much of our former prop- 
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erty, and the period of peace has led 
us to a new prosperity. When our 
father assumed control of the business, 
it was doing fairly well, for those 
times. But you should be well aware 
of the fact that during the period of 
his control, the volume of business in- 
creased 10-fold. As a result, we have 
inherited immense holdings in a period 
of great prosperity. Jehovah has in- 
deed blessed the efforts of our family. 
With that thought, let’s get back to 
this new prophet. 

HE APPEARED for the first time yes- 
terday, in the temple area in Bethel. 
You know, another feast began yes- 
terday. 

In the midst of all this revelry, there 
appeared this uncouth fellow from 
Judah. I never did learn his name, but 
I'll let you know later if I discover 
who he is. Someone told me that he 
is actually a sheepherder. Can you 
imagine that! Here we have main- 
tained schools for our prophets, where 
they can be properly trained, and along 
comes this sheepherder, and tries to 
tell these established prophets that 
they are preaching only what the 
people want to hear. 

It is surprising that, though giving 
every appearance of being a crude 
man of the hills, he spoke in the very 
best of Hebrew. And he presented his 
ideas in a fine poetical form. More- 
over he displayed a fine knowledge of 
history and politics. He cannot, then, 
be completely uneducated. 

He began by cursing the nations 
around about us. We more or less ex- 
pect our prophets to take that attitude 
toward our enemies. But this man pre- 
sented the startling notion that Jehovah 
would sit in judgment upon these na- 
tions. Not their own gods, mind you, 
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but our Jehovah. This is certainly a 
brand new idea. 

We have always been taught that 
Jehovah is the god of us Hebrews and 
that his power extends only to matters 
that deal with our nation. Our own 
prophetic schools always recognize the 
existence of the gods and goddesses of 
the other nations, although assuring us 
that these foreign gods have no control 
over us. But here is this man, this so- 
called prophet, who says that Jehovah 
will judge all nations for their mis- 
conduct. 

And here comes the greatest shock 
of all in his message: He says that 
Jehovah will also judge Israel and 
Judah for their misconduct. Can you 
imagine such heresy! He could barely 
finish his speech because of the roar 
of the crowd. 

Some of those closest to him started 
to harm him, but then changed their 
minds. I must admit that there was 
something about the man that would 
make anyone hesitate. His eyes were 
shining, indeed blazing, with sin- 
cerity. His clothing was that of a 
shepherd and country man, but he 
had the dignity of a man speaking for 
God. 

I’ve heard that Elijah and Elisha had 
the same sureness, but I have never 
witnessed it in any of our regularly 
trained prophets. Why, the man strode 
right through the midst of the crowd, 
with more majesty than our kings pos- 
sess. It was unbelievable! 

Even so, I suspect that this is the 
last that we shall see of him. Certainly, 
any normal, sane person would think 
twice before reappearing before the 
crowd after the reception he got to- 
day. I suppose we shall hear nothing 
more from our shepherd-prophet. 


By the way, it might be well if you 
sent a note to your mother, along with 


‘the business reports for this month. 


Again, peace be with you. 


PEACE be with you, Joab in Raphia, 


from Michmash of Bethel. Well, 
brother, your mother received the note 
you sent. But did you have to be quite 
so brief, and sound so much like the 


dutiful son writing home to his 


mother? And not a word expressing 
concern for her. Truly, I cannot under- 
stand what this younger generation is 
coming to! 

In my letter last week I told you 
something of the message brought by 
Amos. Yes, I learned that such is his 
name, and that he comes from the 


small hill-town of Tekoa, some six 


miles south of Bethlehem. He is a 
shepherd, raising a special kind of 


‘sheep which provides a very fine wool. 
Perhaps his grasp of political affairs 


stems from the fact that he travels to 
so many markets to sell his wool. 


He appeared in the temple again 
yesterday. When it was noised about 
that he was back in town and headed 
for the temple, a large crowd gathered 
there to hear what else he might have 
to say. 

He began with the final thought ex- 
pressed in his first message: That 
Jehovah is the ruler and judge of all 
nations. He then proceeded to state 
that Jehovah demands righteousness of 
all. But wait until you hear his defini- 
tion of holiness and righteousness! 
You probably remember that of late 
the temple services have been well at- 
tended, that almost all the people at- 
tend the religious festivals, and that 
the amounts paid into the temple 
treasury as tithes and voluntary gifts 


have greatly increased. But now this 
outsider from Judah has the temerity 
to say that God is not pleased with all 
this, but that he expects much more 
from us! In fact, he said that God was 
displeased with all these things be- 
cause we have dared to use them as a 
cover for our lack of true holiness. 
And then began his tirade. Here are 
some of his words; supposedly they 
are the words of Jehovah: 

‘Woe to those who lie upon beds of 
ivory, and stretch themselves upon 
their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock, and calves from the midst of the 
stall; who sing idle songs to the sound 
of the harp, and like David invent for 
themselves instruments of music; who 
drink wine in bowls, and anoint them- 
selves with the finest oils, but are not 
grieved over the ruin of Joseph! It 
seems to me as though the man is only 
jealous of the fine things that we have 
gathered for ourselves. Why keep our- 
selves from enjoying all that has been 
given us? After all, we give Jehovah 
his due. We pay our tithes, and give 
other gifts besides. 

Hear this word, he says, you cows 
of Bashan... who oppress the poor, 
who crush the needy, who say to their 
husbands, “Bring, that we may drink!” 
Such a base way of speaking about our 
women! Why, they assist us admirably 
in our work. They appreciate the finer 
things of life which we are able to 
secure for them. Why shouldn't they 
drink with us and be hospitable to 
our guests? What are women for, if 
not to assist us in the transaction of our 
business? Evidently not for this, ac- 
cording to this shepherd, this so-called 

rophet of God. But that’s not all. 

For I know how many are your trans- 
gressions, and how great are your Sins 
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—you who afflict the righteous, who 
take a bribe, and turn aside the needy 
in the gate. Such impertinence! To sug- 
gest that our city council is unjust— 
that ‘they accept bribes to decide in 
favor of the rich as they sit in judg- 
ment at the city gates! 

And what of our temple, our 
priests? Seek me and live; but do not 
seek Bethel, and do not enter into 
Gilgal, or cross over to Beer-sheba; for 
Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and 
Bethel shall come to nought. Words 
fail me. This is the way the man 
ranted and raved in the temple—in 
the temple, of all places! 


But one strange thing I did notice: 
The poor people were quite interested 
in his message. Of course, why 
shouldn’t they be attentive, since they 
had so much to gain from his message. 
Besides, the scum of the city is always 
only one step away from revolution. 
They'll listen to anyone who attacks 
their natural superiors—we who have 
achieved a higher position because of 
our greater ability. But then, one can- 
not expect them to understand that. 

In closing, Joab, let me ask you once 
again to leave the wine and women 
long enough to write a decent note 
home to your mother. Besides, when 
your accounts were checked, we found 
that there was a discrepancy. When 
your shenanigans affect our business 
interests, then you have gone too far. 
Take heed! 

Peace be with you. 


EACE be with you, Joab in Raphia, 
from Michmash in Bethel. Your 
brothers and I are pleased to note that 
you have explained the shortage in 
your accounts. We also appreciate the 
warmly affectionate letter which you 
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sent to our mother. We hope that this 
state of affairs will continue. 

Well, we have heard no more of- 
ficial pronouncements from Amos. He 
has not since appeared in Bethel, but 
lives nearby in the home of a farmer. 
Yes, I know where, since I have gone 
to visit him. 

I was more deeply moved by his 
last message than I cared to admit. 
Many of the charges which he leveled 
against us were true. I have known of 
their existence for a long time, but 
have accepted them, for everyone has 
been doing the very same thing. 

The day after he spoke I was rest- 
less, and walked through the city. 
Everywhere I went I saw that what he 
had said was true. There is a distinct 
cleavage among the people in our city. 

There are those who belong to the 
rich families, such as ours. They have 
plenty. They have fine homes, rich 
clothes, and more than enough to eat. 
Our women are fat and spoiled. They 
hate work and are hard on the poor 
slaves who are forced to work for 
them. Many of them have become 
pronounced drunkards and are exceed- 
ingly immoral, since so little is de- 
manded of them and since they have 
so much free time, beset with tempta- 
tions. 

Our men too, are never satisfied 
with what they have. I have noticed 
in my own life, and in the lives of 
our brothers, that our main concern is 
for business. We do everything that 
we can to improve our financial stand- 
Ing. 

Have you ever looked closely at the 
poor men who work for us? Do you 
know that the families of many of 
them are near starvation; that the 
rags they wear to work in our store- 


-ooms and on our caravans are often 
the only clothing they possess? Have 
we been fair to them in the wages we 
ay, or do we rather pursue a policy 
of having one man bid against an- 
other for work, so that we get the 
smost labor for the very smallest salary ? 
‘You know the answers as well as I do. 


But admitting the rightness of the 
claims of this prophet was not enough. 
What solution did he have to offer? 
These things have been going on for 
a long time. What could be done? 


It was rather easy to discover where 
he was living, and so I went to see 
him. I was much impressed by his 
sincerity, though I must admit that I 
cared little for his solution to our way 
| of life. He believes that a greater 
' equality must be achieved among our 
people, and that this is God's will 
for us. 


When I mentioned my own particu- 
' Jar case, he suggested that we make 
a fairer return to our workers for all 
the labor they contribute, and that a 
large part of our profits be turned over 
for the maintenance of the poor and 
needy.. When I protested that this 
would work a hardship on our family, 
he in turn protested that our present 
way of living was dangerous for us. 

He spoke of avarice, greed, immorality, 


drunkenness, laziness—just as though - 


he knew our particular family situa- 
tion. 

Had he suggested a penitential sacri- 
fice in the temple, or even a greater 
monetary gift to the temple, I believe 
I could have accepted that. But only a 
fool or a mad-man could accept Ais 
suggestions. 

Well, perhaps I’m too close to this 
matter, I envy you, that you need only 


read about it. I wish Amos had never 
entered my life! 
Again, peace be with you. 


PEACE be with you, Joab in Raphia, 

from Michmash in Bethel. I sup- 
pose that you have heard from your 
brothers by this time. They left no 
doubt in my mind that they were dis- 
pleased with my actions in going to 
see Amos. I did not dare mention to 
them the solution which he suggested 
to me. 

But let me bring you up to date. 
Amos appeared in the temple once 
more today. 

His words were again startling. You, 
as a Hebrew, know our traditional 
view of Jehovah's relationship to out 
nation. We have always thought that 
he would automatically take care of 
us. You might say that we have re- 
garded it his responsibility to take cate 
of us. But Amos expressed this rela- 
tionship in radically different terms to- 
day. He said that the responsibility lay 
upon ws, not upon Jehovah. He told us 
that the Lord demanded not only the 
maintenance of sacrifices, but that he 
required holiness of life in us. 

We Hebrews have always felt that 
the relationship was a bond which 
could not be broken. Now Amos, 
speaking for the Lord, says: Smite the 
capitals until the threshholds shake, 
and shatter them on the heads of all 
people; and what are left of them I 
will slay with the sword; not one of 
them shall flee away, not one of them 
shall escape. Truly a shattering 
thought! That Jehovah would turn his 
back on us, and punish us for our 
wrongs! As Amos put it: dn adversary 
shall surround the land, and bring 
down your defences from you, and 
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your strongholds shall be plundered. 

Official notice has now been taken 
of Amos. I have heard from a reliable 
authority that Amaziah, the high 
priest, after finding that his own 
warnings have not deterred Amos, is 
going to take the entire matter before 
King Jeroboam. I am anxious to see 
what the outcome shall be. I am con- 
vinced that Amos will no more fear 
Jeroboam than he has feared the 
threats of Amaziah. 


I shall write to you again as soon 
as | have more news. I myself am now 
rather anxious about the outcome of 
this entire matter. 

Peace be with you. 


EACE be with you, Joab in Raphia, 

from Michmash of Bethel. This will 
probably be the last letter that you 
will ever receive from me. As you 
know, the family has been much dis- 
turbed by my attitude toward Amos. 
I have now decided to go with him as 
he returns to his home in Tekoa. 
When I announced my decision to our 
brothers, they cursed me and declared 
me dead so far as the family is con- 
cerned. I understand that they are hold- 
ing the formal funeral services tomor- 
row to make public my dismissal from 
the family. 

But all this is of little importance 
to me at the moment. For me, the real 
tragedy lies in the fate of Amos. Amos 
came to the temple again this morning 
to try to persuade our people to mend 
their ways. While he was speaking, the 
elder son of Amaziah, the high priest, 
crept up behind him, and dealt him a 
savage blow on the head. 

Amos has been unconscious since 
that moment, unable to speak, unable 
to hear. A number of us who have be- 
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gun to believe that his message is the 
truth have decided that the best that 
can be done for him at the present 
time is to take him back to his home 
in Tekoa. Perhaps the fresh air of the 
hills, and the peace and quiet of the 
countryside will help him to recover. 

As you will soon discover, my ef- 
forts to use a large part of our profits 
for the care of the poor and needy 
were effectively blocked by your broth- 
ers. With the approval of the city 
council, they had me adjudged unfit 
to handle the family’s affairs. And con- 
sidering the mood that the council is 
in, that was no difficult task. 

But, no matter. Each man must do 
what he can. Amos served as best he 
could. I must do the same. Where 
Jehovah will lead me after Tekoa, I 
know not. But I pray that he will give 
me the strength to follow in his ways! 
I can find no better parting advice 
for you, than that you make the same 
resolve. And so, Joab, farewell. May 
Jehovah constantly guide and direct 
you! 


The real value of this topic will not lie 
in the mere reading of these fictional let- 


ters from Michmash of Bethel to his 
brother in Raphia. If there is to be any 
effective result from: this presentation, 
there must be a meaningful discussion of 
the problems involved, after the letters are 
read. 

Before attempting to prepare a program 
and subjects for discussion, it is extremely 
important that you read the book of Amos. 
The book is relatively short, and will give 
you the flavor of the preaching done by 
Amos. He was no “pussy-footer’’. He was 
a man who spoke out courageously and 
directly on the basis of’ his convictions. 


It would help also if you could garner 
some further information on the man and 
this book from a Bible commentary or 
Bible dictionary. The more preparation you 
‘put into this, the more effective the end 
results will be. 

As to the actual reading of these fictional 
letters, here are some suggestions. It 
would be better if more than one person 
‘read; and that the readers interchange. 
‘Better not break up a letter to change 
‘readers, but alternate at the close of a 
letter. You need not have only two read- 
vers, you can have as many as there are 
letters. But be sure that those who read 
have thoroughly acquainted themselves 
with the letters beforehand, so that the 
reading will be done with firmness and 
clarity. 

You will find below a suggested program 
of worship, and suggested topics and 
questions for discussion. Add or subtract 
“as you desire. 


Worship 
|Hymn: Common Service Book 259— 
“Through Good Report and Evil.” 


Prayer: Our Father, whose dear Son, for 
the joy set before him, endured the 
cross: Do thou make of our life, as thou 
didst make of our Saviour’s life, an in- 
spired and controlled and_ directed 
obedience, days linked to days, tasks to 
further tasks, all tending to the fulfill- 
ment in us of thy holy will, so that 
finding the fullness of joy in thy serv- 
ice, we may now and evermore rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our 

_ Lord. Amen. 

Psalm 43 (page 174 in the Common Serv- 
ice Book) 

Hymn: CSB 269—'May we Thy Precepts, 
Lord, Fulfil” 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 


Hymn: CSB 262—"'Teach me, my God and 

King” 

Discussion 

Did you notice, in the early letters, how 
Michmash’s entire life seemed to be cen- 
tered in his family’s business enterprises? 
It seemed to be the most important thing 
in his life. Is this a healthy, or a Chris- 
tian, attitude? 

Michmash is amazed that Amos should 
speak of God as being the God of all 
nations. The Jews often confused and/or 
equated religion and nationalism. Do we 
show any tendencies to believe that God is 
a particular possession of our nation, or 
of the Western allies? What dangers are 
present in such a view? 

Are we as Lutherans in any danger of 
substituting a particular form of worship 
for real holiness of life? Are we in danger 
of becoming ‘‘Sunday-Christians” or 
“church-Christians”? Does our religion ex- 
tend into every activity of our lives? 


How far, as Christians, dare we go in 
providing luxuries for ourselves while 
there are so many others who must do 
without the necessities? What are neces- 
sities, and what are luxuries? Does the 
standard change from nation to nation? 
Do we deserve all that we have? Do others, 
who have less, deserve their lack of the 
necessities of life? 

We often take our way of life for 
granted. Have you ever paused to care- 
fully examine every section of your way 
of life? To examine your life, use the 
yardstick which Christ has provided, a 
yardstick well explained for us in Dr. Lu- 
ther’s statement of the meaning of the Ten 
Commandments. Are you justified in con- 
tinuing a wrong, simply because “every- 
one else is doing it’? 

A parting thought to carry hence: Are 
you willing to follow where God leads? 
Would you leave all, in order to do some- 
thing which you feel God has called you 
to do? Have you the courage to obey God, 
no matter what ? 
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Lenten Bible Study—II 


Habakkuk Interprets the News 


By RALPH R. HELLERICH 


The evil flourish. The good suffer. What’s the answer? 
Trust, Habakkuk chides, that God knows what he’s about. 


That which follows is a series of ex- 
cerpts from an imaginary religious 
magazine published between the years 
620 B.C. and 598 B.C. in the city of 
Jerusalem. Since its editor was the 
prophet Habakkuk, it was commonly 
called The Habakkukeran, though its 
proper title was Religious Comment on 
Current Events. Its format was gen- 
erally the same as that found in cer- 
tain contemporary church magazines. 

Only a few articles have been ex- 
tracted from five issues of the maga- 
zine. Other articles, and even the ad- 
vertisements, make interesting reading 
from a historical standpoint, but are 
not vital for the particular subject we 
have in mind. 

In the process of translation from 
the original Hebrew text, the dates 
were te to conform with our 
present system of reckoning. 
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The Habakkukeran 
MARCH, 607 B.C. 
Religion in the News 

We're ashamed to record conditions 
that exist in our temple here in Jeru- 
salem. What will future generations 
think of us? We have reached a new 
low-water mark in the religious history 
of our nation. 

All of us had hoped that when King 
Josiah instituted his reforms 15 years 
ago everything would be different. But 
because of the laxity of King Jehoi- 
akim, and the popular appeal of 
heathen worship, conditions are now 
worse than they were before the re- 
form movement started. 

I went to the temple yesterday to 
prepare myself for the coming Pass- 
over festival. I had no sooner entered 
the temple area than I was accosted 
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by at least a dozen of the cult prosti- 
tutes of Ashtoreth. And this in a 
temple dedicated to the worship of 
Jehovah! Everywhere in the outside 
courtyard were shrines built for the 
worship of the foreign idols: Baal, 
and the Babylonian deities of the sun, 
moon, and stars. The obscene idols of 
Ashtoreth abounded everywhere. 

I had hoped that at least in the inner 
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sanctuary the worship of Jehovah 
would have retained its supremacy. 
But, alas, this is not the case! The 
main altar has been usurped by the 
priests of the fire-god Moloch. 

In fact, I had difficulty in finding a 
ptiest consecrated to Jehovah, so that 
I could make my sacrifices. I finally 
found one in a dirty, little-used room 
off to one side of the main sanctuary. 
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He was an old man, dressed in un- 
kempt clothing, and it was quite ap- 
parent that he had not been eating 
regularly. 


World Newsy Notes 


Information has just come to us that 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, has 
fallen. Thus ends the Assyrian empire. 

In a sense it marks the beginning 
of another empire. Nineveh was over- 
come and destroyed by the Chaldeans, 
led as they were by their king, Nabo- 
polassar. However, we have been led 
to believe that the crown prince, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, was actually in charge 
of the army. This new nation, which 
achieved independence from the As- 
syrtians only 18 years ago, has now be- 
come a great world power. It is 
scarcely to be believed that they will 
halt their advances now. 

Our correspondent in Nineveh, who 
has sources of information close to 
Nebuchadnezzar, reports that ‘there 
have been rumors of continuing the 
march to the west as soon as sufficient 
supplies can be secured. This would 
mean that the Egyptian pharoah, 
Neco II, whose armies are now in 
Syria, would be challenged. Our hope 
is that there will be no more fighting 
on Hebrew soil! 


Jerusalem Jottings 


Our capital is buzzing with the latest 
scandals of King Jehoiakim. Everyone 
is already aware, of course, of the 
heavy taxes which have been laid on 
all people to raise the tribute money 
due to Pharoah Neco II. After all, Je- 
hoiakim was appointed as puppet ruler 
of our country by the pharoah for the 
express purpose of raising this fantas- 
tic amount of tribute money. Jehoiakim 
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has done everything he can to secure 
the money. 

Our little magazine, in the face of 
a falling subscription list (in our day 
so few care about Jehovah) has been 
assessed an unfairly high amount. But 
then, I suppose the king and most of 
the people would not be unhappy if 
we were forced to go into bankruptcy. 
We have too long been a thorn in 
their flesh! 

But two new rumors are floating 
around the capital, and are fairly well 
substantiated by first-hand reports. It 
seems that the king’s tax-collectors 
have begun to accept bribes. Only the 
rich can afford such bribes; therefore, 
the collector lowers the amount of the 
tax which they must pay. The collec- 
tor’s deficit is then made up by over- 
charging the others who cannot afford 
a bribe. These people have no choice: 
Either they pay what is demanded of 
them, or they are thrown into jail. 

This sad situation has come to light 
through the bragging of several of the 
tich men who have escaped the high 
taxes through bribes, notably one Joel 
the Bethelite, the head of the old 
merchant family of Michmash of 
Bethel. The people have accepted 
much from the king, but will they ac- 
cept this latest corruption ? 

A second rumor is even more ob- 
noxious! Reports are being circulated 
that the king has now sold “protec- 
tion” to certain robber bands. Jeshua, 
the leader of the gang operating on 
the Jericho road, is reported to have 
said that he has been licensed to 
work on that road. He knew that the 
king needed money, and offered a cer- 
tain percentage of his loot in return 
for protection from the king’s soldiers. 
Thus, our people are being doubly 


robbed! This is the result when a na- 


tion is ruled by a king who has no 


concern for his people, but only for 


himself. 


In Confusion 
Many articles have appeared under 
this heading in the past few months 
condemning the present regime. Je- 
hoiakim has certainly been the perfect 


_ puppet ruler; he is raising the tribute 


money demanded of him by Neco I. 
But his rule has been far from ac- 
ceptable so far as internal affairs are 
concerned. 

Nor are the people blameless. All 
have been concerned only for them- 
selves. The rich have sought to pro- 
tect themselves by bribes. Those who 
are overcharged are angry only be- 


- cause they don’t have the money with 


which to buy their way out. Each has 


sought out his own profit. They cannot 


‘blame the king for doing exactly the 


same thing that they are doing. 

What amazes me is that Jehovah 
has not yet punished both the king 
and the people of our land. We have 
always been taught, and firmly believe, 
that Jehovah will reward those who 


walk in his ways, and will punish the 


evil-doer. Yet here the evil man seems 
to prosper and flourish, while the fol- 


- lowers of Jehovah are down-trodden 


and suffering. How long will this last ? 


The Habakkukeran 
JuLy, 604 B.C. 

World Newsy Notes 
A battle of international importance 
was recently fought at Carchemish, a 
sleepy little village on the Euphrates. 
The combined forces of Nebuchad- 
nezzar were arrayed against the great 
army of the Egyptian, Neco II. The 


battle was extremely hot while it lasted, 
but was soon over. The Egyptians were 
badly defeated, and are now in full 
retreat back to their own lands. 


Eye-witness reports of the battle all 
speak highly of the military strength 
of the Chaldeans. Nebuchadnezzar is 
an able tactician, and fearless in battle. 
These Chaldeans seem to thrive on 
warfare. We understand that they love 
fighting, and even in camp will duel 
with one another just for the kick 
they get out of it. The strongest force 
among them is a gang of hired killers, 
Scythians, who live on their horses. 
Nothing has thus far been devised to 
stop their ferocious cavalry charges. 
City walls are no obstacle to this army. 
They simply cannot be stopped. 


Jerusalem Jottings 

Jerusalem has been in an uproar ever 
since the news of Carchemish first 
reached the palace. King Jehoiakim is 
reported to be extremely worried about 
the situation. And well he might be. 
It is extremely doubtful that Neco II 
will stop and defend our land from 
the Chaldeans, even though we have 
paid his tribute money for three years. 
He'll not stop running until he is 
safely back in Egypt. His puppet will 
have to do the best that he can—alone! 

Jehoiakim faces a double trouble. 
He may be deposed by his own people 
at any moment, if anyone can provide 
strong leadership to spark a revolt. 
There is no doubt about it, he has 
many enemies here in his own land. 
Thousands of people have good rea- 
son to hate him. 

And if he survives this internal 
problem, the chances are good that 
he will be replaced by the Chaldeans 
when they reach our country. The 
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prospect of death is bright before him. 

There will not be many to mourn 
his passing. I, for one, will not be 
sorry to see him go! 


In Confusion 

It would seem as though our nation 
is about to have a new overlord. It 
only remains for Nebuchadnezzar to 
march in and demand his tribute. 

And yet, perhaps this is the means 
that Jehovah is using to work his will! 
Our nation has long been ripe for 
punishment. We have taunted the Lord 
so long, we have scoffed at his com- 
mands, and have refused to give him 
obedience. What else can we expect 
but that Jehovah go through our na- 
tion as a whirlwind, as a chariot of 
fire, exterminating those who have 
transgressed against him, and elevat- 
ing those who have given obedience. 

Our king would certainly be the first 
to fall, as well as most of his courtiers 
and our noblemen. Gone would be 
the newly-rich robber barons, the fat 
priests of Baal, the sleek women of 
Ashtoreth, and the iniquitous tax-col- 
lectors. Only those faithful to the Lord 
would remain: A righteous remnant, 
dedicated wholly to him. O speed, 
Jehovah, speed the coming of the 
Chaldeans! 


The Habakkukeran 
JuLy, 603 B.C. 

Religion in the News 
Jehovah now has a new competitor 
for the favor of the people! The oc- 
cupation troops of the Chaldeans are 
not in themselves particularly religious. 
They can take their gods and god- 
desses, or leave them alone. They feel 
no need for heavenly help, since they 
glory in their own might and strength. 
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But those among our own people 
who are trying to win the favor of 
the troops have become converts to 
the new idols. And, as usual, the con- 
verts are more fanatic than those born 
into the religion. They are trying to 
spread this worship in every way that 
they can. 

We had hopes that with the coming 
of the Chaldeans the state of Jehovah- 
worship might be improved. But now 
the very opposite is true. 


World Newsy Notes 


We have just heard that Nebuchad- 
nezzat has abandoned his march 
against Neco II at the very gates of - 
Egypt. Nabopolassar, the king of the 
Chaldeans, has died. Nebuchadnezzar, 
the crown prince, is rushing home to 
take over the throne before someone 
else beats him to it. Conceivably, this 
might have some future effect upon our 
nation, though at the moment it does 
not seem very important to us. 


Jerusalem Jottings 

The news is now official that Je- 
hoiakim bought the throne from Ne- 
buchadnezzar. The last quarterly pay- 
ments of the tribute were still in the 
royal treasury when the triumphant 
Chaldeans marched into the city. This 
was used by Jehoiakim to win the fa- 
vor of Nebuchadnezzar. Of course, 
considering the king’s past success in 
raising tribute money, Jehoiakim ap- 
peared to be quite satisfactory to the 
Chaldean crown prince. Other than 
that, all has remained unchanged, 

The occupation troops have become 
a law unto themselves. They steal any- 
thing they want, and no one dare com- 
plain. They maim and kill our citizens 
though far from normal. 


as they please. Our women are no 
longer safe anywhere near them. 

Nor is our civil government any bet- 
cer. Bribery is still common among the 
-ax-collectors. Robbery and murder are 
frequent and often public. Yet, the 
criminals go unpunished. Our land has 
‘fallen upon evil days! 


In Confusion 


A new overlord, but not a new king! 
(Conquered, but not cleansed! If pos- 
sible, our situation is worse than it 
was before. 
| [had once hoped that the Chaldeans 
‘would be the avenging force of Je- 
thovah. But I have been sadly disap- 
| pointed. Experience has taught that the 
"conquering force is more evil than the 
"worst among our own people, if such 
a thing is possible. The coming of the 
Chaldeans has solved no problems. It 
| has only created new problems. This 
has not been the arm of Jehovah. 
I will admit that at the present mo- 
ment I am greatly confused. I have 
' long been looking for the deliverance 
of the righteous, and the punishment 
of the evil-doer. But it has not come. 
In fact, the situation steadily worsens. 
Where is our God? Why does he 
tarry? Where shall we find strength 
for our days? What answer has he 
' for us? 


The Habakkukeran 
AuGUST, 603 B.C. 
In Confusion 
Yesterday I received a vision from 
| God! I have spent much time in the 
' last month crying unto him for an 
| answer to my persistent questions. I 
' have sought solitude, not only to 
' escape the noise and tumult of the 


"city, but also to open my ears for any 
i 


message that God might have for me. 
And yesterday it came. This is how 
the Lord answered my complaint: 
“Write the vision; 
make it plain upon tablets, 
so he may run who reads it. 
For still the vision awaits its time; 
it hastens to the end—it will not 
lie. 
If it seem slow, wait for it; 
it will surely come, it will not 
delay. 
Behold, he whose soul is not up- 
right in him shall fail, 
but the righteous shall live by his 
faith.” 


If I understand it correctly, this 
message suggests two virtues to the 
man of God: Patience and faith. 


We must never forget that God’s_ 
sense of time and ours are entirely 
different. God is from everlasting to 
everlasting; we are limited to a very 
definite span of years. What may 
seem like a thousand years to us may 
be only a day in his sight. Therefore 
we need not despair if help does not 
come to us immediately. Jehovah has 
not forgotten us. As he has helped 
his own in the past, so he will also 
give us succor in due time. We must 
only wait, for he alone knows the 
most propitious time! 

But our greatest need is faith, faith 
in things unseen! Oh how easy it is 
to trust when God immediately pun- 
ishes and rewards. But when there is 
delay, then our faith is tested. Yet if 
we examine the past history of our 
nation, we ate convinced of God’s re- 
gard for us, and his constant help in 
all need. Why then should we 
stumble now, and feel that all is lost, 
that he has forgotten us? He is not 
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fickle, nor inconsistent. His righteous 
ones are his children, and he will not 
forsake them. Our problems shall be 
answered! In due time, Jehovah will 
come in judgment upon our land, and 
upon our oppressors. Justice shall be 
done! 
Though the fig tree do not blossom, 
nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
and there be no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion. 
God, the Lord, is my strength; 
he makes my feet like hinds’ feet, 
he makes me tread upon my high 
places. 


The Habakkukeran 
MaRCH, 598 B.C. 

I very much suspect that this will 
be the last edition that we shall be 
able to publish. 

Jehoiakim’s greed has been our 
downfall. He hoped to keep the trib- 
ute money for himself, and revolted 
against Nebuchadnezzar when he re- 
turned to establish his throne. But the 
Chaldeans have come back, have be- 
sieged our city, and now have over- 
come us. Of the horrors of the siege 
I need not write, for you were here, 
and you know for yourself. 

I have heard that our nobility is 
now to be deported, as well as any 
leaders who might possibly try to or- 
ganize another revolt. Ten thousand 
are to be dragged off in captivity to 
the lands of the Chaldeans. 

It has been difficult in the last few 
years to live by the vision I received 
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from Jehovah. In the face of the steady 
decline of our nation, in the face of 
the indifference of the majority of the 
people to the worship of Jehovah, in 
the face of the violence and greed 
practiced by many, it has been difficult 
to live by faith. To hope for God's 
help, to trust in him, when there is 
no outward sign of him, is very dif- 
ficult. And yet, Jehovah has assured 
us that this is a part of his plan, that 
he is the ruler of nations, and that 
even the unrighteous are instruments 
of his will. Our eyes are unable to 
see, yet we must have confidence. 

This thought, then, I leave with 
you, and take with me: ‘The righteous 
man shall live by his faith.” This is 
our only hope. 


As always, the real value of this topic 
will lie in the discussion that results after 
the reading of excerpts from the imaginary 
Habakkukeran. Some previous preparation 
is necessary on your part. 

Be sure to read the book of Habakkuk. 
It’s only three chapters long. 

It would help immensely if you could 
borrow a Bible dictionary, and read the 
articles on “Habakkuk,” “Jehoiakim,” and 
“Judah, The Last Days of the Kingdom 
of.” This would supply you with addi- 
tional background information, to help 
make the references in the topic more 
meaningful. 

It would probably help also to review 
the geography of the Bible lands. Locate 
Nineveh, Chaldea, Carchemish, Judah, 
Jerusalem, and Egypt. Notice the fact that 
Judah lay squarely in the path of both 
Chaldea and Egypt, should they attempt 
to fight one another. 

Having done these things, you are all 
set to consider the presentation of the topic. 


‘t would be helpful if it were read by 
more than one person; quite a few divi- 
sions are possible if you so desire. But no 
matter how you slice it, be sure that the 
seaders study their parts carefully before 
they try to read them before the entire 
group. 

| You will find below a suggested pro- 
‘gram of worship, and suggested topics and 
questions for discussion. Put or take as 
‘you please. 


Worship 


iHYMN No. 331 (Common Service Book)— 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

Psatm 40 (found on page 173 of the 
Common Service Book) 

PravYER—'‘O Lord, who didst pray amidst 
the shadows of the olive trees, teach us 
to pray, lest we enter into temptation. 
Teach us the patience of unanswered 
prayer, and such an abiding trust in thy 
good will that no impatience, no foolish 
fear, no suffering of the mind or body 
shall break our faith in thee. Teach us 
to say: Thy will be done; to accept thy 
will in all things; and to do it as we 

, know it; and out of our shadows, bring 

| us into the light of thy great love for 

us and for all mankind, who with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost art God, 

blessed now and evermore. Amen. 


, SCRIPTURE—Luke 12:22-31 

, HYMN No. 226 (CSB)—'‘O for a Faith 

f that Will not Shrink” 

_ TOPIC 

_ Discussion 

_ Lorp’s PRAYER 

' BENEDICTION 

* Hymn No. 360 (CSB)—"My Faith Looks 
up to Thee” 


Discussion 


Rather than lean too heavily upon the 
/ details of the presentation, it might be bet- 
1 ter to see the problem as a whole, and 
“to proceed from that point. At the time 
that Habakkuk lived, the Hebrew people 
| generally subscribed to this theory: God 
will reward the righteous, and punish the 


wicked; if not immediately, at least with- 
in the time limits of their earthly life. 
(This latter thought follows naturally, 
since they had no firm hope in any life 
after death.) However, many of the great 
thinkers in the Old Testament (the author 
of Job, the composer of some of the 
Psalms, the author of Ecclesiastes) recog- 
nized a discrepancy between this theory 
and actual facts. 


Habakkuk was faced with a situation 
where the evil man prospered, and the 
righteous man suffered. Nor did it seem 
that God intended to change this situa- 
tion. Within his experience there were 
good men who died at the hands of evil 
men, and evil men who prospered to the 
very ends of their lives, and died quite 
peacefully. 


You mighy begin your discussion by dis- 
cussing certain present-day examples of 
this same fact: That the evil man does 
not always “pay” for his sins in this life, 
and that the good man is not always fom 
warded. Examples are not hard to find. 
The most striking example in the frame- 
work of human history is, of course, Jesus 
himself. Then proceed from this point. 


Habakkuk questioned the Lord: “What 
then? What shall I do?” The Lord’s an- 
swet was: “Be patient and have faith.” 

This answer is simple, but the actual 
application of this answer to our lives is 
exceedingly difficult. Discuss this in the 
light of certain real or imaginary situa- 
tions in our own world. What about the 
faithful person who is constantly beset 
by sickness, and hardships of all kinds? 
What about the faithful Christian in a Rus- 
sian satellite country, who is faced by im- 
prisonment and death for his belief? Many 
more similar examples can be thought of 
without any difficulty. The firm Christian 
hope in eternal life becomes very impor- 
tant in any such discussion. The final ap- 
plication, if it is to be of any real value, 
must be in our own lives. Do we always 
accept these words: ‘The righteous man 
shall live by his faith’? 
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Lenten Bible Study—III 


Jonah Tries to Escape God 


at Bermuda 


Weren’t 20 months of torture and brainwashing from the 


Communists enough? Didn’t he merit a normal life again? 


By Ralph R. Hellerich 


“COMMENTATOR: The opening scene 
shows us Jonah, sitting at his desk, 
in his home in Philadelphia. He is 
reading the Bible. Jonah is a foreign 
missionary, on furlough at the mo- 
ment. 

He previously worked in the China 
field, was imprisoned by the Com- 
munists when they overran his station, 
and was badly mistreated by them 
while in prison. After 20 months of 
alternate torture and brainwashing, he 
was released from prison and sent to 
the outskirts of Hongkong, where he 
easily passed through the lines, and 
was well received by his fellow-mis- 
sionaries. He was then rushed to his 
home in Philadelphia, where he spent 
several months in recuperating. 

We might add that he had never 
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really been “‘sold’’ on the missionary 
idea. He had entered the work be- 
cause of the earnest pleas of his pious 
parents. His original intention had 
been to serve for only a few years, 
to please his parents, and then to te- 
turn to what he considered a ‘‘normal” 
way of life in the United States. We 
listen as he speaks to himself, a habit 
he developed during his imprison- 
ment. 

JONAH: To go or not to go, that is 
the question. O Lord, why do you con- 
tinue to call me? I feel that I’ve done 
my share. I’ve certainly done more 
than most other Christians in this 
country. It’s so easy here to be a Chris- 
tian. Why do you have to insist that 
I return ? Why do you sink your hooks 
into me, and refuse to release me from 
my ordination vows. Why can't I 
serve in some peaceful rural parish 


‘here, if I must continue in your work. 


Sure, I know that I speak the Chinese 
dialect of Northern China without the 


trace of an accent. I know that my 


facial features and complexion make 
it easy for me to pass as a native 
Chinese. But why me? I’ve served my 
time. Now let me alone. 

Tue Lorp: My Son said: “No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 


JonaH: I know, I know. I’ve read 
it time and time again. All right, so 
I’m not fit for your kingdom. Leave 
me alone. 

Tue Lorn: My Son said: “Go there- 
fore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, to the close 
of the age.” 
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JONAH: I know, I know. I answered 
that call once, and I went. But you 
don’t understand. The people don’t 
want to be taught about you. They 
don’t want to know you. Even before 
the Reds came, there were many that 
preferred their old family gods to you. 
When the Reds did come, many in our 
mission renounced their faith to 
escape punishment. And the Reds, 
they hate you. They want to wipe all 
trace of you from the face of the earth. 

When they first came I continued 
preaching in the mission, I even tried 
preaching to their soldiers. And what 
did it get me? Prison, torture, brain- 
washing. Have you ever been tor- 
tured, day after day, not knowing 
what to expect next? 

THE Lorp: I loved the world so 
much that I sent my Son, and allowed 
him to be hung upon a cross. 

JONAH: Stop it, stop it! I'm zot 
going, and I don’t care what you say. 
I’m finished. I’ve done what I can. 
I'll do no more. Now leave me alone. 
And just to show you that I mean 
what I say, I’m starting out immedi- 
ately for Bermuda. As you well know, 
that’s not on the road to China. 

THE Lorp: My son, the world is 
round, and every road leads to China. 
But go, and see. We shall meet again. 


COMMENTATOR: Jonah was as good 
as his word, and made immediate 
arrangements to go to Bermuda. His 
only thought was to escape, and he 
felt that a change of scenery might 
help him to forget. He still had most 
of the back salary the mission board 
paid him when he came home, and he 
decided to spend most of it on this 
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trip. He called several ticket offices 
for the established airlines, but could 
secure no reservations, for this was 
during the vacation season. He there- 
fore contacted the smaller freight air- 
lines, and finally found a company 
that was willing to accept him as a 
passenger, at his own risk, on one of 
its freight planes, leaving that same 
day. Jonah hurriedly packed a few 
personal necessities and rushed to the 
airport. We now see the plane 30 
minutes flying time out of Philadel- 
phia. The plane is beginning to buck 
violently, since they have run into a 
violent storm. Jonah is not disturbed; 
he has fallen asleep on the baggage, 
worn out from his emotional conflict 
that morning. We now join the crew 
of three men as they are talking in 
the pilot’s cabin. 


Co-PILOT: Wow, this is certainly a 
honey of a storm! 


MECHANIC: You can say that again, 
brother! And I told the front office 
just before we left to tear out that 
starboard engine, and replace it with 
a new one. But not them. The thing 
still runs, so why replace it. This old 
crate is only held together by baling 
wire and chewing gum. I hope we 
don’t run into trouble with that motor 
in this storm! 

Pitot: Well, I’m afraid you're 
wrong, Jack. The ofl pressure has been 
steadily dropping in that motor for 
the past 10 minutes. If it continues, 
itll conk out pretty soon. Anything 
you can do about it while we're air- 
borne? 

MECHANIC: Are you crazy? What 
do you want me to do? Crawl out on 
the wing and hold my finger in the 
leak ? 


~ Piror: Okay, okay, so I only asked. 
‘ake it easy! It may hold out all right. 


COMMENTATOR: They fly for sev- 
sral moments in silence, all glancing 
vas often as they think they are not 
noticed at that starboard engine. Then, 
“somes a cry from the mechanic. 

MecuaNic: There she goes. She’s 
“missing now. She’s stalling. Pull her 
ap, pull her up! 

Pitot: Take it easy, Jack, take it 
easy. You know we can get there on 
one engine. There’s nothing to worry 
about. 

MECHANIC: You know as well as 

Il do that this gyp company never puts 
fin any extra gasoline. How do you 
‘think we're going to be able to buck 
ithis storm, on one engine, and have 
‘enough gas to get anywhere near Ber- 
“muda. What're you gonna do? Ask 
the seagulls to refuel you? 

Pitor: Well, there’s one thing you 
can do. You can lighten the load we 
“have to carry. Joe, you and Jack go 
“back and start throwing that freight 

out of the back door. The company 
won't like it, but we can tell them 
‘we did it to save the plane. 


CoMMENTATOR: The co-pilot and 
the mechanic proceed to the rear of 
' the plane, unloosen the rigging hold- 
ing the freight in place, and start 
| throwing it out the rear door of the 
' plane. The mechanic rudely awakens 

Jonah when they come to the baggage 
! on which he is sleeping. Jonah is con- 
' fused for a moment, but then accom- 
panies the others when they return 
to the pilot’s cabin. 


Pitor: Hi there, fellah! Sorry to 
inconvenience you, but we have no 
choice. Our starboard engine is out, 
we've hit a bad storm, and we've had 
to lighten the load on the plane to 
stretch our gas supply. The next 30 
minutes will tell us whether or not 
we'll be able to make it. 

JoNnaAH: Oh, that’s all right. I un- 
derstand. Perhaps I’m the one who in- 
convenienced you by coming along. 


COMMENTATOR: The others fail to 
understand Jonah’s comment, but 
shrug it off. They travel in silence for 
the next 30 minutes. Jonah’s brow is 
furrowed in thought. The other three 
anxiously watch the gasoline supply 
gauge. 

Pitot: Well, there it is, boys. Un- 
less we can further lighten the plane 
we'll never get near enough to Ber- 
muda to do us any good. Jack, is there 
anything else that can go? 

MecHaNic: You know that there 
isn’t. The company has already stripped 
out every piece of equipment not ab- 
solutely needed so that there’d be 
more room for freight. Only two 
things left, and we better keep those. 

Piror: What's that? 

MecHANIc; The two war-surplus 
emergency kits, including the col- 
lapsible boats. If we have to ditch in 
the drink we'll certainly need them. 
We better not throw them away! 

Piotr: No, I should say not. Well, 
the only other thing I know of is 
prayer. : 

Co-piLor: That let’s me out. I've 
never been to church in my life, and 
I wouldn’t know a prayer if my life 
depended on it. Come to think of it, 
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it does, doesn’t it. 

JONAH: Just a minute, fellows. 
Would 200 pounds make a difference. 

Pitot: Two hundred pounds less at 
this moment would, yes. It might not 
get us all the way, but it would cer- 
tainly bring us close enough to make 
rescue much more possible. 

JONAH: Well, then you had better 
toss me overboard. I’ve an idea that 
it’s my fault anyway that the plane is 
in trouble. 

Piotr: I don’t understand. Perhaps 
you had better explain yourself! You 
knew the plane was going to run into 
trouble ? 

MEcHANIC: I'll bet the front office 
needed money and decided to collect 
insurance. Come on, out with it. What 
do you know? 

JONAH: I had something entirely 
different in mind. So far as I know, 
no effort was made to sabotage the 
plane. But my very presence here may 
be endangering your lives. 

Pitor: I still don’t understand. 

JONAH: Well, I might as well tell 
you the whole story. I’m a Christian 
missionary. God wants me to return 
to China, and continue my work there. 
I don’t want to go. I’ve had enough 
of it. But God may be using this storm 
and engine failure to punish me for 
my disobedience. Though why he 
should do it in such a way that you 
men would also suffer, that I can’t 
understand. Maybe you had better 
throw me overboard. 

MECHANIC: You mean you made 
some kind of a vow, and then didn’t 
keep it. I’m a Catholic. I made a vow 
to St. Anne once that if she’d protect 
me I'd have some masses said for my 
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parents. Well, I did live through it, 
but when the time came to pay for 
the masses, I figured they were too 
expensive, and I wouldn’t pay the 
priest. From that minute on, bad luck 
followed me in everything I did. I 
soon wised up and had those masses 
said, and then everything was all 
right. Maybe you better fill your vow, 
and everything’ll be okay. 

JONAH: No! I’ve thought the whole 
thing out carefully, and I’ve made up 
my mind. I’ve had enough. I’m not 
going back. I’m not going to take the 
chance again of being captured and 
tortured. God can’t expect that of me. 

Pitor: Well, I don’t agree entirely 
with Jack’s point of view, since I’m a 
Jew. But I do know from my lessons 
in the synagogue school that, having 
once made a promise to the Lord, it 
should be fulfilled. But that’s your 
choice. So far as we're concerned, 
we'll make no effort at all to throw 
you out of the plane. We're all in’ 
this together. | 

Co-PILOT: You mean to say you 
went to China to teach them gooks 
something, and they mistreated you for 
it? I wouldn’t go back either. Of 
course, I wouldn’t have gone in the 
first place. I served in the Pacific in 
the last war, but only because Uncle 
Sam tapped me on the shoulder and 
left me no choice. You wouldn’t catch 
me going over there of my own free 
choice. | 

Pitot: That’s neither here nor 
there. Mister, don’t do anything 
foolish. Stick with us; we may get 
out of it all right. 

MECHANIC: Maybe I better try to | 
fix up something with St. Anne again. 
It helped before. It might help again. 


COMMENTATOR: ‘The mechanic 
reaches in his pocket, gets out his 


rosary, and starts saying a prayer. The 
_ pilot repeats the words of the 22nd 
Psalm in Hebrew. The co-pilot sits 


staring at the gasoline gauge. Jonah 
slips out. The others, thinking he has 
gone to be by himself, say nothing. 
The mechanic is suddenly disturbed 
by a strong current of air blowing 


through the cabin. 


Mecuanic: Holy Herman! The 
back door must be open. 
Pitor: Go and check it right away. 
e 


COMMENTATOR: The mechanic 
rushes back and closes the door. He 
glances around to find Jonah, but fails 
to see him. He frantically begins to 


- search for him. Not finding him, he 


races back to the others. 
MECHANIC: The nut did it! He 


‘" must've jumped out! 


Pitot: What? Are you sure? Joe, 
go back and help Jack look. 
Make sure. 


e 
CoMMENTATOR: The co-pilot and 


| the mechanic go back and_ search 


everywhere for Jonah. They can’t find 
him. But they do notice that one of 
the emergency kits is gone. They re- 
turn to the pilot. 

Co-piLot: He certainly must have 
done it. He’s gone, and he’s taken one 
of the emergency kits with him. 

Pitot; Thank goodness for that. 
We'll only need one anyway. The 
glorious fool! Jumping so we could 
have a better chance. He's a bigger 
man than I am. 

e 


CoMMENTATOR: Suddenly the plane 


breaks through the clouds and into 
beautiful sunshine. All the more beau- 
tiful to the men in the plane since it 
is so little expected. They sit in 
stunned silence for several minutes. 
The pilot is the first to recover. 


Pitot: Well, I'll be! Say, maybe he 
was right after all. The minute he’s 
gone the storm clears up. With this 
kind of weather we should reach Ber- 
muda without any trouble. Joe, get a 
fix on our position immediately, so 
that we can send the search planes to 
the right spot. This is the craziest 
thing ever. 

MECHANIC: Wow, that’s the best 
that St. Anne has ever done. I had to 
wait three days the last time. 

Co-pILoT: Maybe I had better in- 
vest a few Sundays in going to some 
church. I'd like to know more about 
a religion that can lead a man to do 
something like he did. And about a 
God who can change storms into sun- 
shine! 

® 


COMMENTATOR: The plane con- 
tinued on its way, and arrived safely 
in Bermuda. They had just enough 
gas. After landing, the other engine 
died before they could taxi over to the 
hangar. When they checked, they 
found that their tanks were bone-dry. 
They immediately alerted the authori- 
ties, and seatch planes were sent out 
at once. 

Now let’s return to Jonah. He para- 
chuted out of the plane with the 
emergency kit, and landed in the 
house-high waves of a stormy s¢a. 
With some difficulty he inflated the 
rubber raft. But the seas were so rough 
that he could not climb in; he could 
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only cling to its side. Suddenly the 
wind abated, and the waves slowly 
quieted down. A warm and welcome 
sun appeared. Jonah climbed into the 
raft and collapsed, in tears. 


Jonah floated on the ocean for three 
days and three nights before the search 
planes spotted him and picked him up 
by helicopter. During this time Jonah 
made his peace with God. He now 
realized that he could not run away 
from God. In fact, he no longer 
wanted to escape. He knew now that 
when he returned to China he would 
not be going alone; the Lord would 
go with him, and would be with him 
always. And the Lord had powers be- 
yond the meager strength of men. The 
Lord Almighty would provide him 
with all he needed. During the three 
days before he was rescued Jonah com- 
posed this psalm, this hymn of con- 
fidence and trust: 

JONAH: 

I called to the Lord, out of my 
distress, 

and he answered me; 
out of the bosom of the sea I cried, 

and thou didst hear my voice. 

For thou didst cast me into the deep, 
into the heart of the ‘seas, 

and the flood was round about me; 
all thy waves and thy billows 

passed over me. 

Then I said: “I am cast out 

from thy presence; 
how shall I again look 

upon thy holy Church?” 

The waters closed in over me, 

the deep was round about me; 
seaweed was wrapped about my head 

by the mountainous waves. 

Thou didst bring me back from death, 

O Lord my God, 
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When my soul fainted within me, 
I remembered the Lord; 
and my prayer came to thee. 
Those who pay regard to themselves 
forsake their true loyalty. 
But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
will go to serve thee; 
What I once promised I will do. 
Deliverance belongs to the Lord. 
e 


COMMENTATOR: I wish we could 
complete our story, as the story of 
Jonah in the Old Testament records 
his preaching in Nineveh and the 
great success of his mission. But, alas, 
we cannot, for our story is not yet fin- 
ished. Jonah returned from Bermuda 
as soon as he was able, and at once 
made plans to return to his work in 
China. The last news that we had was 
that he was on his way, filled with the 
joy of knowing that he was serving 
his Lord. May God bless him in all 
his efforts, and strengthen him in his 
many moments of danger and hard- 
ship! Amen. 


A number of readers will be needed to 
present this topic. If you use one for each 
role, six will be needed..The following 
characters are used: A commentator, Jonah, 
the Lord, the pilot, the co-pilot, and the 
mechanic. : 

It might be best to assign the commen- 
tator’s part to a girl. Perhaps you could 
ask your pastor or advisor to read the part 
of the Lord. Be sure that all the readers 
have read their parts thoroughly before- 
hand. Needless to say, a dramatic reading 
of the parts will be much more effective 
than a simple reading of the words here 
printed. 

Some previous preparation on your part 
will be necessary for an intelligent lead- 


‘ing of the discussion period which is to 
‘follow the reading of this topic. You should 
‘certainly read the book of Jonah itself. 
“You will hardly be able to understand this 
‘modern adaptation if you do not know the 
‘original story. In addition, it would cer- 
tainly be helpful to read the comments on 
‘Jonah in a Bible dictionary or commen- 
tary. You will probably make little ref- 
erence to these things in the discussion 
itself, but they will be helpful to provide 
background material. 

You will find below a suggested pro- 
gram of worship, and suggested topics and 


questions for discussion. 


Worship 


Hymn No. 219 (Common Service Book)— 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 


- PRAYER—'‘O God, our Saviour, who willest 


that all men should be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth: Prosper, 
we pray thee, our brethren who labor in 
distant lands. Protect them in all perils; 
support them in loneliness and in the 
hour of trial; give them grace to bear 
faithful witness unto thee; and endue 
them with burning zeal and love, that 
they may turn many to righteousness, 
and finally obtain a crown of glory; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 

PsaLM 38 (found on page 172 in the 
Common Service Book) 

ScRIPTURE: Jonah 2:1-9 


~ Hymn No. 214 (CSB)—“O Thou Whose 


feet have climbed life’s hill” 


_ Topic 


NGO iT 


DISCUSSION 

Lorp’s PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

HymMN—No. 218 (CSB)—“Christ for the 
world we sing” 


Topics for Discussion 
The problems discussed in this little 
drama are two. The first involves answering 
God’s call for service. Now, we are not 
all called to serve God in foreign mission 
work, though, thank God, some are. But 
we are all called to live our lives in con- 


formance with God’s will. 

In this, many of us adopt the same at- 
titude that Jonah did. We know what is 
right, but we don’t care to do it. I’m sure 
you can find examples in your own life. 
Sin often has so much surface-allure that 
we think we would like it. And so we 
refuse God's call. 


By all means, don’t spend too much time 
in discussion of the call as it relates to 
full-time service. Broaden the discussion 
to the call which God sends out to all 
Christians, so that everyone in your group 
may be personally involved in the discus- 
sion. The experience of Jonah is not 
limited to him alone; we all do the very 
same thing from time to time. 


The second problem deals with foreign 
mission work. In the book of Jonah in the 
Old Testament, Jonah adopted the atti- 
tude of many of his countrymen, namely, 
that Jehovah should limit himself to the 
Hebrews. He was afraid that if he went 
to Nineveh and preached to the people, 
and they repented, that God would be 
soft-hearted and forgive them, instead of 
destroying them. He did not believe, at 
first, as we do, that Christ is the ruler of 
all nations, and that all men have become 
brothers with him. ‘In Christ there is no 
East and West.” Be sure that there is full 
agreement with the idea that God is the 
God of all, and for all, and that Christ 
came to save all who would believe in him. 


There are several side issues that might 
be discussed if time permits. I, for one, 
would not agree that a rural parish in this 
country is any easier to fulfill than work 
in foreign missions. Physically, yes; spirit- 
ually, no. 

What do you think of Jonah’s remark 
that it is easier to be a Christian here than 
in China? Do you agree with that? How 
about the mechanic’s dependence on St. 
Anne, and his purchase of masses? You 
should be able to kick that one around 
for awhile. But don’t spend too much 
time on these items. They are only side 
issues. 
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Lenten Bible Study—IV 


Hosea and the Dragnet 


Special Investigator Joe Sabbath finds there is 


a surprise ending to this case involving a rabbi. 


By Ralph R. Hellerich 


JOE SABBATH: This is the city. This 
is Jerusalem, where hundreds of thou- 
sands of people live and work. Each 
year several hundred people are re- 
ported as being missing. It’s my job to 
find them. I’m a cop. My name is Joe 
Sabbath. My partner's name is Frank 
Doe. The captain is Mike Bloom. 

On Tuesday, June 6th, we were 
working the day watch out of Missing 
Persons. This call came in from Rabbi 
Hosea that his wife was missing. We 
were assigned to the case and went 
out to talk to the Rabbi. 

e 


Jor SABBATH: Hello, are you Rabbi 
Hosea? My name is Joe Sabbath, and 
this is my partner, Frank Doe. We've 
been sent out to investigate your wife’s 
disappearance. May we come in and 
talk to you? 

RABBI Hosea: Yes, please come in. 
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I’m sorry to bother you men, but this 
has never happened before, and I 
don’t rightly know what to do. 

JOE SABBATH: That’s all right. We 
understand. That’s our job. Now, tell 
us what happened. 

RaBbBi Hosea: Well, I came home 
yesterday afternoon just around sup- 
per time. I spent the afternoon teach- 
ing the boys in the synagogue school 
the way I always do, and then I went 
to see several of our richest members. 
Our synagogue needs a new roof, you 
know. Well, as I say, I got home 
around supper time. Usually my wife 
has the meal all prepared for me and 
the children by the time I get home. 

FrANK Doe: Children? You mean 
the boys from the synagogue school, 
or your own children. 

RaBBi Hosea: Our own children, 
officer. We have three children. The 
oldest is a boy, Jezreel. He's eight 
now. The next is a girl, Notpitied, 


and she’s four. Our youngest is a boy, 
Notmypeople, and he’s only two. 
Well, I came home, but she wasn't 
here. Jezreel told me that she left right 
after he came home from his classes in 
the synagogue school, and told him to 
watch the other children until I came 
home. She left no other message, and I 
haven’t been able to find any note. I 
didn’t know what to do. She’s never 
done anything like this before. I 
waited all last night, thinking she 


might have gone to visit her parents, 
or perhaps one of her friends, But she 
didn't come home all night. That's 
when I started getting worried. When 
she didn’t show up this morning, I 
called the police department. 

Jor SABBATH: Please don’t misun- 
derstand, Rabbi. This is my job, and 
I only want the facts. Was there any 
trouble between you and your wife? 

Rappt Hosea: No, I don’t mind. 
You can ask any questions which you 
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feel are necessary. No, there was no 
trouble between my wife and me. 
We've been married for nine years 
now, and we've gotten along fairly 
well during that time. Oh, we've had 
our arguments, but never anything 
serious. She always seemed to be 
happy. We had no argument recently 
which might have caused any trouble. 

FRANK Doe: You mentioned her 
parents, and some friends. May we 
have their names and _ addresses, 
please? 

RaBsl Hossa: I’ve already asked 
them, and they haven’t seen her. 

JoE SABBATH: Well, we'd like to 
speak to them anyway, if you don’t 
mind. 

Rassi Hosea: Well, all right. Her 
parents live at 64 Crooked Lane on 
the other side of town. Her family 
never was of much account. I suppose 
I should tell you, because you'll find 
out anyway. 

FRANK DoE: Tell us what, Rabbi? 

Rapsl HosEA: That she was a pros- 
titute before I married her. Her father 
was badly in debt at the time, and sold 
her as a prostitute to get some money 
to pay his bills. But so far as I know, 
she hasn’t done anything wrong since 
we've been married. 

JoE SABBATH: What about these 
friends, Rabbi. What are their names 
and addresses. 

Rass Hosea: Well, she’s been very 
friendly with one girl she knew be- 
fore I married her. I didn’t like it 
too well that she continued to go to 
see her, but she seemed to enjoy her 
company so much that I didn’t- have 
the heart to forbid her to visit her. 
Her name is Rebekah, and she lives 
at 33 Sheep Gate Plaza. 
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Jor SABBATH: We got a description 
from Rabbi Hosea as to what his wife 
looked like, and what she was wear- 
ing when she left. We then checked in 
the neighborhood while we were there. 
We found out that what the rabbi 
had told us was true. They were never 
noisy, and no one seemed to have 
been bothered by any loud arguments. 
Rabbi Hosea was well liked, and very 
much respected for his work. He was 
always trying to help someone who 
was in need. They didn’t care much 
for his preaching, because he was 
usually scolding and warning them to 
do better before Jehovah punished 
them. But that doesn’t enter into the 
case; we only want the facts. 


The neighbors all seemed to know 
that the missing wife had been a pros- 
titute. But no one knew where she 
was. Since it was still early in the day, 
we decided to go to see Rebekah right 
away. We found her house without 
any trouble. We knocked several times 
before anyone answered. When a 
woman answered the door, we could 
see that she had still been sleeping. 


REBEKAH: Don’t you fellows have 
any consideration ? Go ‘way, and come 
back later. What's wrong with you, 
anyway ? 

JoE SABBATH: Sorry to disturb you, 
ma'am. We're police officers. My 
name’s Sabbath, and this is my part- 
ner, Frank Doe. 

REBEKAH: Oh, Well, what do you 
want. I ain’t done nothin’. Why must 
you guys keep hounding us all the 


time. 
FRANK DoE: We aren't hounding 


you, ma’am. We'd just like to ask you 


a few questions about a friend of 

yours. Have you seen Gomer lately ? 
REBEKAH: You mean the rabbi’s 

wife? No. Why, is something wrong? 
FRANK DoE: When did you last see 


her? 


REBEKAH: She was here last Fri- 
day, and spent the afternoon with me, 
the way she often did, talking about 
old times. What’s the matter with 
her ? 

Joe SABBATH: She’s missing. She 
left her home yesterday afternoon and 
hasn’t been seen since. Her husband 
reported to the police this morning 
that she was missing. 

REBEKAH: Oh, him. 

Jor SaBBATH: Why do you say that, 


ma'am. Was there, something wrong 


with him? 
REBEKAH: No, I guess not. But he 


should never have married a girl like 


Gomer. I guess you know that she used 
to be in “business.’’ Well, most girls, 
when their fathers do something like 
that to them, hate it. But she didn’t. 
She liked that kind of life. Hosea 
should never have married her and 
tried to make her respectable. I’m sur- 
prised that she has stayed this long. 


In fact, she plainly told me that the 


last child wasn’t really Hosea’s, though 
I don’t think she ever told him. She 
didn’t hate the fellow. In some ways 
she felt sorry for him. But she just 
wasn’t cut out for that kind of a life. 
That’s why she came here so often, 
sort of to keep her hand in. But I don’t 
know where she is. Haven’t seen her 
since last Friday. Anything else you 
want to know ? 

Jor SapBaTH: No, ma’am. Thanks 
for the help. 


Jor SABBATH: Well, that gave us a 
little background, but was of no real 
help to us in finding the girl. We next 
went to see the parents. The house was 
in bad shape; looked as though it was 
ready to collapse. In fact, we were 
half afraid to go in. But that’s a cop’s 
life for you. We get paid for taking 
risks. Then too, we figured if they 
could take it, so could we. The father 
was asleep on the floor in the front 
room—sleeping one off. We talked to 
the mother. 

e 


Jor SABBATH: We're police officers, 
ma’am. My name’s Sabbath and my 
partner’s Frank Doe. We'd like to ask 
you a few questions about your daugh- 
ter. She’s missing. Do you know any- 
thing about her? 

MorTHER: No, only that Hosea was 
here asking if we had seen her. She 
ain't been here for about a month. I 
can’t understand it. These kids now- 
adays ain’t got no regard for their 
parents. She don’t care if we live or 
die. Don’t come here but onct in a 
great while, and then never stays long. 
She’s only asked us to come to her 
place onct. Never again. I can’t under- 
stand it. 

Jor SABBATH: Yes, ma'am. But tell 
us, ma’am. When your husband sold 
Gomer, was she upset by it? 

Motuer: At first she was, but not 
afterwards. She seemed to like it then. 
Understand, her father’s a good man, 
and wouldn't have done it if he hadn’t 
needed the money real bad. He's never 
been real well, you know, and can’t 
work the way he should. Then too, he 
can’t seem to hold no job. The bosses 
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always pick on him; say he’s lazy and 
can't be depended on. Well, show me 
any man that doesn’t get a nose full 
every once in a while, and has to rest 
up. No, he wouldn’t a done it except 
that we was almost starvin’. 


Jor SABBATH: Yes, ma'am. We're 
not blaming you. We're only after the 
facts, ma'am. Did you notice any 
change in your daughter recently. 


MorTHeEr: Well, she did seem to be 
interested in the Ashtoreth Church 
lately. You know, where the priestesses 
are consecrated to prostitution in the 
temple. She always did like that stuff. 
I guess Hosea should never have mar- 
ried her. Now my husband and I have 
always been fine, upstanding people, 
always in the synagogue, always payin’ 
our tithe, though it never amounted to 
much, my husband bein’ sick and all. 
You might look there for her. I can’t 
understand it. 

Jor SABBATH: No, ma'am, What 
can’t you understand ? 

MoruHer: Well, we always give her 
such a good example. She was always 
such a good girl. I can’t understand 
why she turned out the way she did. 


JOE SABBATH: Well, my partner 
and I were both worshippers of Je- 
hovah, and had no use for the heathen 
idols of Ashtoreth and Baal. But, we 
could see the appeal which Ashtoreth 
worship had for many of our people. 
After the strictness of Judaism, many 
of them loved to wallow in the wor- 
ship of this fertility goddess. We 
didn’t like the next part, but it was 
our job. We went to see the chief 
priest in the temple. We finally found 
him in his office, dictating letters. 
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CHIEF Priest: Well, what can I do 
for you? 

Jor SABBATH: We're police officers. 
My name’s Sabbath, and my partner's 
is Frank Doe. We're looking for a 
woman who was reported missing. 
Have you had any new converts lately. 

CuieF Priest: We have them all 
the time, officers. Many of your people 
are beginning to see the advantages 
of our religion. I hope you officers will 
look around a bit before you leave. 
We have much to offer you. Who is 
this woman you are looking for? 

Jor SABBATH: Her name is Gomer. 
Her husband, Rabbi Hosea, reported 
her missing this morning. Know any- 
thing about her ? 

CHIEF Priest: Why, yes, she’s one 
of our latest converts, and I might 
add, a very fine addition to our staff. 
She’s been coming here for instruc- 
tions for several months, though with- 
out the knowledge of her husband. 
Quite a feather in our cap, you know, 
converting the wife of one of your 
rabbis. You'll probably find her in her 
room down the hall. But, you know, 
her husband can’t force her to go back. 
He is welcome to try to persuade her 
if he can. But, after all, women do 
have some rights. And we now have 
enough influence with the authorities 
to protect our girls.: 


Joe SaBBaTH: Well, our part of the 
job was finished. We reported back to 
headquarters, and then went to tell 
Rabbi Hosea what we had found. It’s 
not a part of our report, but we did 
hear later that he went to see his wife, 
and finally persuaded her to come back 


| 


| 


“home. We also heard that his sermons 
‘were somewhat different after that. He 
still preached about judgment, but 
now he added the hope of repentance, 
and constantly spoke of Jehovah's 
willingness to forgive. We don’t hear 
“that much in our synagogues. I sup- 
pose he felt that if he was capable of 
forgiveness, then surely the Lord, so 
far above us in virtue, was also cap- 
vable of forgiveness, 

We thought we had heard the last 
of the case. But it wasn’t. We later 
heard that Gomer left home again. But 


Rabbi Hosea didn’t report her missing 
this time, since he knew exactly where 
‘to look for her. Yes, she was in the 
temple again. Only this time he 
couldn’t persuade her to come back. 
We were sorry for him, but there was 
nothing we could do. We thought that 
was the end of it. 
f e 

Jor SABBATH: Four months later we 
were working that day watch out of 
Petty Larceny. The captain assigned 
‘us to watch for pickpockets in the 
crowd that would gather for the slave 


auction in the square. We were there 


bright and early, having checked the 


mug shots of known dips the day be- 


fore. We didn’t pay much attention 


— to the auction, because that wasn’t our 


job. But we did catch a dip, fellow 
by the name of Joel, with the money 
of a rich slave-merchant on him. Frank 


_ hustled him off to the station to book 
' him while I hung around in case there 


were others still there. I don’t know 
why, but I happened to look at the 
slave block just as a middle-aged wo- 


man was brought up to be sold. The 


_ auctioneer is required to give the name 


| of the woman, the name of the seller, 


and the reason why she is being sold. 

You guessed it, this was Gomer, 
being sold by the chief priest for in- 
subordination. Seems she wasn’t con- 
tent to remain in the temple. I 
shrugged my shoulders; you meet all 
kinds in my business. But then I no- 
ticed Rabbi Hosea in the crowd, and 
I figured it was my business. Under- 
stand, I was all for him. But if he 
started to cause a disturbance I’d have 
to. stop him. Was he here to gloat 
over what had happened, or was he 
going to try to prevent her sale. I 
listened carefully as the auctioneer 
started calling for bids? 

e 


AUCTIONEER: What am I bid for 
this fine woman in the prime of her 
life? Come, come, gentlemen. I'll ad- 
mit she doesn’t look too good at the- 
moment. But she is capable of hard 
work, and she has been a priestess of 
Ashtoreth, you know. Might teach you 
a few things you might not know. 

SLAVE MERCHANT: I'll bid five 
pieces of silver. 

AUCTIONEER: It’s a steal at that 
price. She’s worth much more. Come, 
come, gentlemen; what am I bid? 

Hosea: I'll bid seven pieces of 
silver. 

e 


Joe SABBATH: I’m not easily sur- 
prised or shocked. I get to see evety- 
thing in my job. But I could hardly 
believe my ears. Rabbi Hosea was 
bidding for his wife! And after she 
had done what she did to him! Left 
him and the children—twice—to go 
serve as a priestess for Ashtoreth. He 
really must love her! To forgive her 
for everything, and then try to buy 
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her back. And I knew what his salary 
was. Five pieces of silver was a small 
fortune for him. 

But wait: 

AUCTIONEER: Now we're getting 
somewhere. Joel of Bethel, are you go- 
ing to let him have this fine woman 
for only seven pieces of silver? 

SLAVE MERCHANT: I'll finish him. 
I'll bid 10 pieces of silver. 

Hosea: Twelve. 

SLAVE MERCHANT: 
she’s not worth that. 

Hosea: Fifteen pieces of silver, and 
a homer and a half of barley. 

AUCTIONEER: Sold, for fifteen 
pieces of silver, and a homer and a 
half of barley. 


Fifteen and 


JoE SABBATH: Now I’ve heard 
everything! That homer and a half of 
barley was probably the produce that 
some rich farmer in his synagogue had 
given him towards his share of his 
salary. His family would have been 
able to live on that for quite some 
time. Now it was all gone, as well as 
15 pieces of silver. But just then Frank 
returned, and I saw another old friend 
reach into the flowing robe of another 
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slave-merchant, and I had to go to 
work. 
e 


Trial was held in Court Room 87 
in and for the Kingdom of God. 
Gomer was exonerated for her mis- 
deeds, because she came to true re- 
pentance after having been bought 
back by Hosea. She is now living in 
eternity with Hosea. The Judge also 
commended Hosea for his great love 
for his wife, and for his faithful 
preaching of the loving forgiveness of 
God. The Judge ordered the follow- 
ing extract from one of Hosea’s ser- 
mons to be spread on the court 
records: 


“Return, O Israel, to the Lord your 
God, 
for you have stumbled because of 
your iniquity. | 
Take with you words and return to. 
the Lord; 
say to him, “Take away all iniquity ; 
accept that which is good 
and we will render the fruit of our 
lips.’ 
Assyria shall not save us, we will not 
ride upon horses; 
and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ 
to the work of our hands. 
In thee the orphan finds mercy.” 


I will heal their faithlessness ; 

I will love them freely, 

for my anger has turned from them. 
I will be as the dew to Israel; 

he shall blossom as the lily, 

he shall strike root as the poplar; 
his shoots shall spread out; 

his beauty shall be like the olive, 

and his fragrance like Lebanon. 
They shall return and dwell beneath 

my shadow, 


they shall flourish as a garden; 
they shall blossom as the vine, 
their fragrance shall be like the 
wine of Lebanon.” 


You may have some slight difficulty in 
»resenting this topic because of the num- 
er of characters involved. Eight different 
oles are listed: Joe Sabbath, Frank Doe, 
Rabbi Hosea, Rebekah, Gomer’s mother, 
the chief priest, the auctioneer, and the 
slave merchant. However, most of the parts 
are small, those of Joe Sabbath, Frank Doe, 
and Rabbi Hosea being the longest. You 
“may have to double up in the reading if 
you are not able to get eight different per- 
‘sons to help you. But be sure that all 
ithose who do help are thoroughly acquaint- 
ved with their parts beforehand, so that 
‘they can read intelligently. 


The topic itself will be of little value 
(unless an ample discussion period follows. 
A bare idea is given in the topic, it’s your 
‘job to see that it is fully clothed. It will 
ibe of help to you to read as much of the 
book of Hosea as you are able, and to 
read some additional material on the life 
sof Hosea in a Bible commentary or Bible 
‘dictionary. The topic deals mainly with the 
life of Hosea; the discussion will have to 
deal principally with his teachings. 

Try to avoid this pitfall in presenting 
-and discussing the topic: Make only needed 
references to the waywardness of Gomer. 
The topic already deals with it realistically ; 
eave it go at that. Gomer lived in an 
entirely different age and milieu than the 
‘one in which we live. Let’s be kind to her, 
and let it go at that. 


Below are suggestions for a worship 
program, and suggestions for the discus- 
sion. Use as you desire. 


Program of Worship 


| HyMN No. 316 (Common Service Book )— 
“With broken heart and contrite sigh” 


ls 


(Bab 


PsALM 85 (found on page 184 in the 
(Common Service Book) 


PRAYER 


ScripTURE: Luke 15:11-32. 

Hymn No. 322 (CSB)—‘O Jesus, Thou 
art standing” 

Topic 

DISCUSSION 

Lorp’s PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

Hymn No. 320 (CSB)—"‘Lord Jesus think 
on me” 


Discussion Helps 


The topic deals with forgiveness, both 
from a divine and human point of view. 
The New Testament message of Christ 
leaves no room for doubt: God is more 
anxious to forgive than we are ready to 
repent and ask for his forgiveness. List as 
many New Testament examples of this as 
you can. 


Perhaps more to be discussed is the need 
for human forgiveness of those who have 
sinned against us. Peter once asked the 
Lord how often he was expected to for- 
give, and the Lord suggested 70 times 
seven. The parable of the unforgiving 
servant is indicative of the attitude*of many 
people. They expect God to forgive the 
multiplicity of their sins, but refuse to for- 
give their neighbor's transgressions, some- 
times even when they are not directly in- 
volved. Have you ever met people who are 
never willing to forget the past mis- 
demeanor of another, and refuse to give 
the “second chance,” which our Lord al- 
ways wants to give to us. 


Discuss this attitude: “I can forgive you, 
but I can never forget what you have 
done.” Is that really a forgiving attitude? 
Doesn’t our Lord completely “blot out our 
iniquities’” and make us pure as driven 
snow? 

Discuss Christ's handling of the woman 
caught in adultery. The New Testament 
abounds in such illustrations of the proper 
attitude toward the sins of the repentant 
sinner. 
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Lively singing is a “sure fire’ 
y 


Above Paul Schuldt, Hasbrouck Heights, N. J., 


way of welding strangers into a friendly unit. 


teaches a new song to cCaravaners. 


Gung Ho Night 


An easy-to-plan party with a Chinese theme takes 


us behind the bamboo curtain for a night of fun. 


By Helen Nortemann 


¢ Bee) month let’s slip through the 
bamboo curtain by way of a bit 
of recreation at a Gung Ho Night. It 
has been said that we do not know a 
nation until we know its pleasures of 
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life, just as we do not know a man 
until we know how he spends 4q 
leisure. 

A nationality theme for a party | 
means that we need a lot of atmosphere | 
to make those attending sense the 
country we are using. 


"piece of paper 


Prior to the party, send out invita- 
ions with various colored printing. Be 
sure to write the invitations Chinese 
style—written perpendicularly in rows 
ceading from right to left. Put the 
last name first on the invitation. (In 
‘China, family names come first.) Have 
each guest bring his invitation the 
might of the party. The invitation is 
this entrance card as well as name tag 
‘for the evening. 

As the leaguers arrive, divide them 
into teams according to the color of 
the writing on their invitations and 
‘iname tags. These teams will be the 
‘Chinese ‘‘families’’ for the evening. 

CHINESE LANTERNS—Take a piece 
jof colored paper or wall paper 12 
“inches long and nine inches wide and 
| draw two lines one-half inch from 
each lengthwise edge. Fold the paper 
lI . : E 
‘along its lengthwise center line and 
_cut up to the one-half inch line, mak- 
" ing these strips one-fourth or one-half 
‘inches wide. 

To form the lantern, paste the 
_ lengthwise ends together. Cut a strip 
one-half inch wide for the handle and 
you will have the finished lantern. 
CHINESE FANS—Again use colored 
paper or wall paper and use an oblong 
piece. By pleating the entire piece you 
will have the fan. Fold the paper in 
at the bottom to make the handle of 
the fan. To hold the paper that forms 
the hand together, glue around it a 
piece of paper of the same pattern as 
the rest of the fan. 
CHINESE PAPER DOLLS—Take a 
(newspaper works 
well) any desired length and accor- 
dion-pleat the paper, making each 
pleat or fold about two and one-half 
- inches wide. When the paper is all 


"pleated, draw the outline of the figure 


on one of the outermost folds, and 
cut the figure out, cutting through all 
the pleats at the same time. When the 
paper is unfolded you will have a row 
of little figures. 


CHINESE TEMPLES—Take a strip of 
newspaper four or five inches wide and 
any desired length and roll it into a 
tube. Now cut out the center of the 
tube. Bend both ends of the tube 
downward and these form the bases 
of the ladder legs. Hold these two ends 
in one hand and slowly pull out the 
center part and you will have the 
complete temple. 

CHINESE FLOWERS—Colored paper 
napkins or colored kleenex are good 
to use. Take a paper napkin that has 
been folded into quarters and fold it 
into quarters again. Keep finger on 
the corner which has all folds and no 
raw edges. Cut around outside edges- 
in any fashion you want to make petals 
for the flower. Then wrap wire around 
bottom to hold flower together. Then 
spread the petals out and you will have 
a nice flower to wear in your hair— 
Chinese style. 

CHINESE BLOSSOM TREE—Equip- 
ment for this includes small branches 
or twigs from trees stuck into a tin 
can of dirt to make the basis of the 
tree, To make the blossom trees more 
effective, hot, melted candle wax 
should be used in the following man- 
ner: 

1. Take a carrot. First, dip the car- 
rot into cold water. Then into the hot 
candle wax. And then back into the 
cold water. 

2. Quickly pull the wax portion 
from the carrot and pinch it into the 
branch before it has a chance to get 
cold and hard. 

The carrot is simply used to give the 


Di. 


“blossom” a bell-shape when put on 
the tree. 

The blossom trees can also be made 
of crepe paper by twisting various sized 
pieces and putting them on a branch 
with wire. 

e 


As the “families” complete their 
projects, have them place them around 
the room. Thus you will have your 
meeting place all decorated without 
having to spend extra time doing it. 

Your activities for the remainder of 
the evening may be many and varied. 
Try some of the following: 

CHOPSTICK PRACTICE—Provide each 
leaguer with a pair of chopsticks (two 
round, smooth twigs the size of chop- 
sticks or paper straws will do), and a 
small bowl of popcorn. At a given 
signal have a race to see who can finish 
eating his bowl of popcorn first, using 
only the chopsticks and keeping the 
bowl close to the mouth. 

.CHUO TUNG WEI—(Catching the 
Dragon’s Tail)—The dragon is a line 
of leaguers (not more than 25) each 
with hands on the shoulder of the one 
ahead. The first in the row is the 
dragon’s head and the last is the tail. 
The dragon must stay in a straight line 
until the word “dao” (go) is spoken. 
Then the head tries to catch the tail 
in order to eat it. The line must never 
be broken, and the body moves with 
the head. If anyone lets go, he breaks 
the body, the dragon dies, and a new 
one must be formed, the head becom- 
ing the tail, and the next in line be- 
coming the head. 

CHING CHANG POK—Players line up 
in two teams facing each other in equal 
number. Hands are kept behind the 
players. The leader of each team whis- 
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pers his choice of stone, paper, or scis- 
sors to be ‘‘thrown’”’ ; then says “Ching- 
Chang, Pok.” On ‘‘Pok’’ the players 
on each side bring their hands forward 
from the body in the position assigned 
by their leaders. The stone is repre- 
sented by clenched fists; the paper with 
open hands down; the scissors with 
the extending of the index and middle 
fingers, the other fingers being held 
down by the thumb. Stone scores over 
scissors (stone dulls scissors). Scis- 
sors score Over paper (scissors cut pa- 
per). Paper scores over stone (paper 
wraps up stone). Neither side knows, 
of course, what the other side is go- 
ing to throw, and both sides throw at 
the word of “pok’’ simultaneously. 
Each time a team throws a scoring 
missile, it counts one for that side. If 
both should throw the same thing at 
the same time, neither side scores. A 
goal of 10 or 15 points should be 
agreed upon before starting the game. 

CHUCK CHO CHO—Provide 10 small 
squares of paper. On eight of these 
write the names of people famous in 
Chinese history or concerned with cur- 
rent Chinese affairs. On one write the 
name Cho Cho (bandit chief). Leave 
one piece of paper blank and refer to 
this as Mo Ming card (no name card). 
All cards are placed in a hat, and 10 
people draw. 

The one who draws the blank piece 
calls on some other member of the 
group to point out the one he thinks 
holds the Cho Cho card. Then the fol- 
lowing rules take effect: 

1. If the one called on to point out 
the bandit should happen to hold 
the bandit chief card himself, he 
pays a forfeit to redeem some 
piece of personal property. 

2. If the person he names is Cho 


: 


Cho, that person pays a double 
forfeit. 

3. If he does not name Cho Cho in 
one choice, he himself pays a 
forfeit. 

The cards are then thrown back into 

“he hat and redrawn, and the game 

continues. 


Forfeits may be such activities as: 

1. Kneeling, bowing head to the 
floor three times in front of the 
eldest person present or three of- 
ficers of the group (kowtowing). 

2. Feeding someone food with 
chopsticks. 

3. Imitating a Chinese juggler. 
(The Chinese strolling juggler 
who goes from village to village 
is a very popular person with 
young and old. He is very skill- 
ful.) Use oranges, balls, or 
blocks for a demonstration of 
juggling or, balance a glass of 
water on the forehead and walk 
across the room without spilling 


it. 

GOING TO A CHINESE THEATER— 
The next event on your program might 
be telling something about the Chinese 
theater and putting on a pantomime 

of a Chinese folk tale or any kind of 


a story in the Chinese manner. 


Very few stage properties are used 


~ in the Chinese theater, and often those 
_ that are seen merely suggest the article. 
The property man should wander in 


and out with simple properties, hand- 


ing them to the actors or placing them 
on the stage during the act. The prop- 
erty man is very important in the 
Chinese theater, and his movements 
during the play do not disturb the 


» audience at all. 


The story to be presented dramatic- 


"ally should be read and then pre- 


sented in pantomime. Of course, this 
would be a far cry from the artistry of 
a Chinese theater! But it might be 
fun to do and would at least show 
how the idea of acting out the an- 
cient legends arose. The Chinese ac- 
tors ate very skillful and graceful in 
their movements and in what we might 
call a dancing rhythm portray the sym- 
bolic meanings of these legends. 


Here you might want to insert more 
Chinese games and activities according 
to the amount of time you have. After 
you have completed your games, have 
everyone return to his “family” group 
and sit on the floor in a circle. 

Finish off your party with some good 
group singing. This type of a party 
lends itself very well to some study of 
missionary work in China. You may 
want to insert a talk or show a film or 
slides of mission work in China some- 
time during the evening’s activities. 

You may want to refer to the follow- 
ing for additional ideas: 

Fun and Festival from China, by 
Margaret G. Hummel, Friendship 
Press, N.Y.—50c. 

Tales from China, by Alice Hudson 
Lewis. New York, Friendship Press, 
1948 illustrated. Paper 75c. Stories of 
Chinese Christians. 

Pagoda, The, compiled by Bliss 
Wiant, Professor of Music, Yenching 
University, Peiping, China. Delaware, 
Ohio, Cooperative Recreation Service, 
1946. 25c; 20 copies for $3.00. Thir- 
teen songs from China arranged for 
group singing. 

Children’s Games from Many Lands, 
compiled by Nina Millen. New York. 
Friendship Press, 1943. Cloth $1.25. 
Eleven interesting games from China 
are included in this collection. 
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For the second time in his long screen career, Jimmy Stewart portrays a real 
person. Previous picture was The Stratton Story. Allyson co-starred in both. 


Stewart Plays Heart Warming Role in Glenn Miller Biography 


By Eugene A. Hoeftman 


With the present day revival of 
many of the hit tunes and records of 
10-15 years ago what could be more 
appropriate than The Glenn Miller 
Story, recounting the life of one of 
America’s best-known dance band lead- 
ers? 

Admirably done with Jimmy Stew- 
art in the title role and June Allyson, 
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first as his girl and then as his wife, 
and with any number of real life per- 
sonalities (as themselves), this is a 
dance fan’s treat complete even to a 
jam session with Louis Armstrong. 
That distinctive style in popular music 
that was Glenn Miller's trademark 
puts us ‘In the Mood” to really enjoy 
this heart warming picture. Tech- 
nicolor. The Glenn Miller Story is a 
Universal-International production. 


Rob Roy, the Highland Rogue 
| (Walt Disney-RKO) 
| An epic of the highland chieftain 


: who defied the king and his lords and 
mercenaries to save his clan from ob- 


Jiteration. Starring Richard Todd as 


the hot-tempered, impetuous Rob Roy 
MacGregor and Glynis Johns as his 
peace-loving wife, with James Robert- 
son Justice as a moderating Duke of 
Argyll, this romantic drama depicts 
the hide-and-seek existence of the hero 
of his day. 


Combining both the elements of 
battle and of man-hunt, the picture’s 
Technicolor photography captures also 
the beauty of misty crag, placid lake, 
and rolling land of western Scotland. 
Eric Pohlmann has a decisive bit as 

the German-speaking King George. 


Hondo (Warner Bros.) 


Cavalry dispatch rider John Wayne, 
homesteader Geraldine Page (and her 
small son), and hostile Indian chief 
Michael Pate are the key figures in 
this top Western drama full of rich 
outdoor values and hard hitting action. 


Filmed in Mexico in 3-D and War- 
ner Color, story centers about the iso- 
lated ranch where dwells deserted 
Geraldine and her boy, protected for 
varying reasons by Wayne and the 
Indian chief, Vittoro. Stalemate can- 
not continue forever, of course, and 
climactic battle occurs between strag- 
gling settlers, outnumbered cavalry, 
and the pursuing redskins, with the 
whites finally breaking away to safety 
through Wayne's vigorous defensive 
tactics and personal prowess. 


© Walt Disney Productions 


Richard Todd and Glynis Johns co-star in 
adventure filmed in highlands of Scotland. 


Young Lee Aaker gets a sudden ducking 
from John Wayne in 3-D picture of West. 
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Hulme Dishes Out First-Class 


FACE YOUR LIFE WITH CONFI- 
DENCE. By William E. Hulme. 
New York: Prentice Hall. $2.75. 
232 pages. 

‘his book is authored by one of 

THER LiFe’s ablest writers, Dr. Wil- 
liam E. Hulme, chaplain at Wartburg 
College. He’s a young person’s writer, 
whether it’s for a magazine editor or 
for a book publisher! 

As I approached this volume, I con- 
sidered myself a combinationed high 
school-college student. I had read only 
a few pages when I said to myself: 
“IT wish Dr. Hulme were living in 
Philadelphia instead of Waverly, Iowa. 
I wouldn’t mind, in the least, taking 
my personal problems to a man like 
that. There’s no doubt about it, he cer- 
tainly could help me get straightened 
out!’ (Remember, that is I, as a dukes- 
mixtured high schooler and collegian, 
talking!) 

The book contains 51 intimate con- 
versations between a youth counselor 
who could help and his students who 
needed help. Each is a case history— 
and it’s true. But for you-guessed-it 
reasons, he’s changed the names of the 
young people. 

The author intersperses most of the 
conversations with advice to the reader 
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Help for Teeners’ Problems 


that he did not dish out—point blank 
—to the conversationalist. (He tried 
to let the inquiring student answer his 
own problem, once he saw it clearly. 
He’s more bold with the reader of the 
book who is not seated across the desk 
from him!) 

You can benefit from Dr. Hulme’s 
experience, regardless of where you 
go to school. You may purchase the 
volume for $2.75 from your nearest 
ULC branch book store. They’ve got it. 

Actually, Face Your Life With Con- 
fidence may well serve as a sort of 
reference book for you on your own 
problems. And not only for you, but 
for your pastor, youth advisors, and 
most important of all, your parents. 
The book’s crammed full of a lot of 
info from which your pop and mom 
could learn a lot about their teen-age 
son or daughter. 

The problems are’ common to teen- 
agers. Here are some of the 51 sub- 
jects: “Why do I Tangle with my 


Folks ?” “Tm always Getting 
Jealous.” . . . “Those Brothers and 
Sisters!’ . . . “Growing up in Your 
Religion.” . . . “I’m in Love with a 
Roman Catholic.” .. . “Why don’t I 
have Dates!” . .. “But then There’s 
the Draft—!” 


_doomed. Through the kelp 


If you've got everything under con- 
trol, you won't get any help from this 
book. But, just in case a few things 
are getting out of hand, you'll find 
Face Your Like With Confidence right 
up your problem alley! 

—L.C. 


Historical fiction 
FRONTIER BEACON. By Marion 

Marsh Brown. Philadelphia: West- 

minster Press. 187 pages. $2.50. 

Jud Stuart was just a boy when his 
farnily moved across the Missouri 
River to the free territory of Nebraska. 

His father died in the second win- 
ter in the new country. With his death, 
Jud’s dream of starting the first news- 
paper west of the Missouri seemed 
of Abe 
Lincoln, the girl he loved, and _ his 
minister, however, Jud finally suc- 
ceeded, 

Settlements with the Indians, fric- 
tion over the slavery question, and a 
trip to the “gold country’ of Colorado 
add excitement to the story. 

Although the book is fictious, it is 
based on historical facts characteristic 
of the 1850's. The author uses vivid 
words and descriptions that add color 
to the story. Light reading with a 
pioneer setting would best describe the 
book. 

—PHYLLIS MADSEN 
Fremont, Nebr. 


Tour with seminary students 

GLIMPSES OF A SACRED LAND. 
By Carl F. H. Henry. Boston: W. 
A. Wilde Co. $3.50. 


How would you like to climb aboard 
a TWA Constellation with a group of 


seminary students and take off for an 
extended tour of sacred lands? You 
can feel as though you were doing just 
that when you read this vivid, detailed 
account of such a tour into the lands 
that had a part in shaping Christianity. 

Pages of history come alive. We 
walk the same roads that Abraham 
trod. We see scenes that our Master 
saw. We follow in the steps of early 
Christians as they established the 
church. 

This book will be a valuable addi- 
tion to any library. 

—CLYDE BEDENBAUGH 


Columbia, S. C. 


Stories from your life 


STORIES TO GROW BY. Edited by 
]. Edward Lantz. New York: Asso- 
ciation Press. 198 pages. $2.95. 


In this book you will find 13 won- 
derful stories that are so true to life 
that they make you recall events in 
your own life that you could have met 
more squarely if you only had read 
this book. 

The editor has selected stories that 
deal with teen-age problems and pre- 
sent solutions to them. All the stories 
bring forth the morals of Christian 
living and point directly to the need 
for God and the teachings of Jesus. 

Are you ever ashamed of your par- 
ents? .. . Have you been approached 
by a drug salesman? . . . Have you 
ever wondered what the use is for 
furthering your education ? Read 
Stories to Grow By and find out how 
others have met these same situations. 

—ARNOLD TIEMEMEYER 


Tarkio, Mo. 
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GLA TEER A CHRISTIAN RECREATION PROGRAM 


ze IMES change—even in the Luther- 
an church! Take a peep at the fol- 
lowing editorial which appeared in the 
January 31, 1891, issue of a Lutheran 
church magazine. It was titled: “On 
Bathing.” 

“Once a week,” it stated, “is often 
enough for a decent white man to wash 
himself all over. And, whether in win- 
ter or summer, such a washing should 
be done with soap, warm water, and 
a hog’s hair brush, in a room showing 
at least 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

“Baths should be taken early in the 
morning. No man or woman should 
take a bath at the close of the day, 
unless by the advice of the family’s 
physician.” 

(That’s copied word for word from 
the- original article!) 

It was good advice for Lutherans 62 
years ago—as a matter of fact, it was 
dished out to both “limbs’’ of my 
family tree, and, as far as I know, 
it was heeded at that time. 

Thank goodness, times have chang- 
ed! If I—a Lutheran—were to be 
relegated to the days of my grandpar- 
ents, I would be a very serious offen- 
der. I take my baths in hot water, one 
every night—without the advice of 
my physician. And during all of my 
bath-taking experiences, ] have never 
employed a hog’s hair brush. 

Times have changed in the field of 
recreation also. In recent days I’ve had 
a bull-session with a dukes-mixtured 
group of pastors and laymen, most 
of whom were in their 30’s. We were 
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discussing parish conditions now and 
contrasting them with the “good old 
days” of a half—and a quarter—cen- 
tury ago. 

Many of them hailed from homes 
where card-playing, even of “Old 
Maids” and “Rook” variety, were out 
of the question. Some emerged from 
homes where roller-skating, cycling, 
movies, dancing—all types, were con- 
sidered “‘sinful for Lutherans.” 

Then someone mentioned the prog- 
ress made in the Lutheran church, 
praising the Luther League, in par- 
ticular, for having included a ‘‘Recrea- 
tion Division” in its new constitution. 

It was sometime after this bull-ses- 
sion that LLA’s recreation committee 
met in Philadelphia and drew up the 
following statement: 

We believe: 

1. That God who has created us 15 
interested in our total lives—our work, 
our prayer, and our play. 

2. That the sense of fellowship 
among Christians is strengthened and 
encouraged by Christian recreation. 

3. That Christian recreation stimu- 
lates fellowship with God as well as 
fellowship with man. 

4. That Christian recreation 15 the 
way of stressing the Christian ethics— 
love. 

5. That our great task 1s to offer 
youth something different from that 
which the world gives. 

A Christian recreation program— 
not for 1891—but for 1954. Agreed ? 

—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 
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